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intimate FRIEND of Mrs. ROWE. 


Manam, 
F theſe piovs Mepr1TaTrons, of fo ſub- 
lime a genius, ſhould be inſcribed to any 
eme, there is none but Your's muſt have 
tood in the front of them. That long and 
onſtant intimicy of friendſhip with which 
ou delighted to honour her, that high eſ- 
eem and veneration you are pleaſed to pay 
er memory, and the facred likeneſs and 
mpathy between two kindred ſouls, abſo- 
tely — where this reſpect ſhould 
e paid. | 
s, madam, you well know, that ſome 
opies out of theſe papers have been your 
wn ſeveral years by the gift of the deceaſ- 
d; and the favour you have done me late! 
y your permiſſion to peruſe them, has al- 
ted the correction of theſe many/crifts 
nd would add another reaſon to ſupport 
is,inſcription of them, if your fear oF al- 
ming too much honour could but have ad- 
ittied this piece of juſtice 
I know, madam, your tenderneſs and in- 


ulgence.to every thing Mrs. Rowe has writ- - 


n, cannot withold your judgment from 
uſpeCting ſome of her expreſſions to be a 
Tip A2 little 
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them in all that is divine and holy ; and mt 


commence the Joys of angels, and of bleſſe 
| ſpirits before hand. | 2 


extended amidſt all the temporal bleſſin 
- you enjoy, and the Chriſtian virtues ye 


4 DEDICATION 


little to rapturous, and too neara kin to t 
Janguage of the myſtical writers ; yet yo 
picty and candour will take no ſuch offen 
as to prevent your belt improvement þ 


your retired hours find ſuch happy aſliſta 
ces and elcvations hereby, that you 'm 


And hen your valuable life has been lo Y 


. 


K 


practile, — you at the call of God find 
gentle diſmiſſion from mortallity, and aſcei. 
on high to meet your deceaſed friend in p 
radiſe. Nor can ] ſuppoſe that any of 
inhabitants of that bliſsful region will ſoon 
recognize your ploritied put or will ſal 
your firſt appearance their with a more te 
derſenſe of mutual ſatisfaction. There 
you join with your beloved Philomela, . 
paying celeſtial worſhip in exalted and uf, 
known forms, to her God, and your Got 
and may the harmony of the place be 
tte by your united ſongs to Tf, yc 
common Saviour! . 

I am, madam, with great ſincerity 


i 
— Your moſt fait i fal, 


Newington, Obedient ſervant, 
Sept. 29, 1737. 


wa 


a CY 


—_— 
=— SS 7 I = 


I. WAT 


' 


X 


it „ | 
ap REF ACE. 


H E admirable Author of theſe devotional 
papirs has been in high efteem among the in- 
enious aud the polite, ſince ſa many excellent fruits 
her pen, bath in verſe and proje have appeared 


- lo n public. She vas earl; honoured untr the feign» 

e ſlin a | 

: d rame of Philimela before the Wor Id <vas allows 
ged.“ tren Mrs, Elizabeth Singer by the name 
lee drawn from her family, or that of Mrs. Rowe 

J Lich fhe acquired by marrage. 


Though many of her auritings that avere publi- 
d in her life time diſcover @ pious and hravenly. 
| Cal nder, and a <varm zeal fer religion and virtue } 
Mee choſe to conceal the dovetions of ber heart till 
re Wh: was got beyond the cenſere and the afplanſe of 
pertals, *Txuas enough that God, whom foe le 
with ardent and ſupreme affettion, was witneſs 
"Wo all her ſecret and intenſe breathing: of ter him. 
Co tn Fehrrary laft he act pleaſed to call her out of 
de Wu) aworld, and take her to himſelf. Some time af- 
» YORer bar deceaſe theſe manuſcript; were tranſmitted 
0 me, allinclfed in one ſhqet of paper, and directed 
ome at Newington by be cwn hand. In the mid{t 
of them T feund her lettef, hich intreated me to 
review them, and commit them to the preſi. This 
van er I have thought neceſſaiy to foo the world, 
vt fo much to diſcover my rig t to publiſh theſe pa- 
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- foliloguy but let it be remembered jhe was mo com- 


bus and adorned our nation and our age. 1 ex: 


w 


10 her to expreſs the inward ſentiment of her ſou 


ns e. 


Pers, as to let the reader, ſet ſomething more of that 
6% and heavenly chlirgAer which fbe maintained 
in an uniform manner both in life and death. 

"Tis now al thirty years ago fince I av, be 
noured with her acquaintance, nor could her great 
modeſtly conceal all her ſhining graces and accom: 
pliſhments ; but it is not myprovince to give a par- 
ticular account of this excellent woman who haz 


pet her temper, her candact. and her virtues will 
be ſet in a juſt and plealing light among the memoir, 
of her life, hy ſome near relations to whom the cart 
of her poetical pieces, and her familiar letters 11 
cemmiltted. . 

Theſe dewout exerciſes art animated with ſuch 
fire, as ſeems to ſpeak the language of hel, paſion, 
and diſcovers them to be the diftates of her heart ; 
and thoſe æulo were favoured with her chief inti-W 
macy will moſt readily believe it, The ſyle, Icon- 
FN, is raiſed above that of common meditation or 


mon Chriſlian.. As her wirtues were ſublime, 
her genius wwas bright and ſparkling, and the viva · 
city of her imagination had a tincture of the muſi 
almoſi from her childhood. This made it natural 


in more exalted language, and ia paint her own 
ideas in metaphor and rapture near a- Hin- to tht 
d tion of poeſy., | | 
The reader will here find a ſpirit dwelling in 
Feb, elevated into divine tranſports, congenial ts 
thoje of angels and unbedied mindi, Her intenſe 
love to ber God kindles at cytry hint, and agen 
| ite 
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be limits of mortality. I fearce ever met-avith a> 
devotional awritings whit, gave us an exam» 


le of a ſoul, at ſpecial ſeaſons, Þ far raiſed abeve 


that 
ined 


. vy thing that is not immortal and divine. 
rea Tet ſhe is conſciaus of her frailties tes : ſhe ſome- 
com · mes confeſſes her folly and her guilt in the Abt of 
par · Pod, in the moſl affecting language of a derp humilia» 


| baton. *'Tis with a pathetic ſenſibility of her weak» 
ex. , and in the firongeſt language ſe , diſplicine 
will . he bewails her offences againſt her Creator 
noir Redeemer ; and in her intervals of darkneſs, 
care wents her painful complaints and mournings for 
rs 11+ abſence of ber higheſt and be beloved. 
Let it be obſarved that it was much the foſbion, 


ach ven among ſome di vines of eminence in former 
ron, cars, to expreſs the favours of devout love to. eur 


art ;Faviour in the fiyle of the Song of Solomon: and 
inti-W muft confeſs that ſeveral of my compoſures in 
con- Nerſe written in younger lift were led ty thoſe 
n or xamples unwarily into this track. But if I may. 

om · Ne permitted to ſpeak the ſenſe. of maturer age, 


e, „ hardly think this. the happieſt language in 
va · Nich Chriflians ſhould generally diſcover their, 
muſi arm ſentiments of religion, fince the clearer and 
ural ore ſpiritual revelations of the New Tiflament. 


et flill it muff bo owned, there are ſome fouls fa» 
oured with ſuch beatifying wifits from beauen, 
raptured with ſucb a flame of divine afftdt-. 
u, as more powerfully engages all animal nature. 


ſou 
oh 
the 


p inn their devotious, and confirains them to ſpeak 
„ei pureſi and moſt ſpiritual exerciſes in ſuch 
ent atbetic and fender expreſſions ai may be perver ſy 
ends | . profaned 


the 


N% 


nen 


profaned by an anholy conflrufion. And the bya 
and propenſity toward, this ſtʒle is yet flrong ex, auber 
. early impreſſi us of piety baue been made on th 
beart by devout writings of this kind. 
« It ſhould be remembered alle, there is nothing t 
be found here which riſer «b1ve our idea; 7 ber 
are none of thoſe abſurd and incomprehenſible phraſe 
«which amuſe the ear with ſounding vanity, ani 
held reaſon in foverrign contempt t here are 1 
wiſmary ſtents of wild extravagance, no af/ia 
tions 'of the tumid and unmeaning ſtyle, whic 
ſpreads a glaring confuſimn over the underflanding 
nothing that lead; the reader into the region « 
thaſe myſtical ſhadows and darkneſs which abouni 
in the Romiſb epriters, under the pretence of refine 
light a:d/Jublime ecflaſy. Nor is the character 
this ingenious Author to be blemiſbed with any 
ther reproaches which have bren ſometimes ca 
on ſuch ſort of meditations. 9 5 55 
1 knew it hath been ſaid, that this language o 
rapture addreſſed to the Deity, is but a new tra 
given to the flu of the fofter powers, after the di) 
appointment of ſome meantr love ; or at liaſt, "ti 
owing ts the want of a proper object and ofportuni 
ty to fix Thoſe tender N : but this cannot bt 
alloꝛbed to be the caſe here j for as Mrs, Rowe h 
been ſought early by ſeveral lovers, fo ſhe ſpent ſt* 
weral years of younzer life in the conmubial fi 
Qvith. a gentleman of ſuch accompliſhments 
ſuch circumſtances, that he was well fitted to be 
partner of her joys and cares. | 


' 4 hnow all tat this ſoft and paſſonate f 


*. %, , » vv to 


<< -- = ww = rp: _ 4 = DE Rt WW 1% 


P REF ACE: ix 


religious meditation has ſometimes been imputed 
o injuries and ill treatment in the marriage-ſlate, 
whereby the ſame affetiions ars weaned from an 

ndeſerving objech, and poured out in amore 
language upon an object ſupr eme ſy worthy and divine. 


ba 
Her 
* 4 


& But neither bas this reproach any pretence in the 
„a eſent caſe * that happy pair had fouls ſo near a 


kin to each other, that they preſevered in uncem- 
| mon amity, and mutual ſatisfafion, ſo long as 
> 2 fr ovidence fawoured him with lift. 'Tis 4 

ciently evident then, that in theſe meditations ther e 


an 


lanzuage of drvotion end piety. + 

Nor pet can it be objected, that it was any diſ- 
plicence and perviſbu;ſ; toward other things 10und 
about her, that taught her to expreſs her ſeſf with 
ſuch contempt of the things of mortality, and all 
the gay and tempting ſcenes of the preſent ſtate 
ge aba, by n means ſour and moreſe, and out of 
tumeur with the world, nor with her acquain- 
tance that dael! in it: Me often ces ven ſed freely 


moi forſons of rank and honcur. Put honour and 
rank among mortals, with all the ſcenes of gaiety 
and greatneſs, were little, deſpicable, and fürgot- 
ten things, while in ber devout momenti, her cye 
and hey heart were fixed on God, the ſupreme 
original of all excellency and all honour, © 

In common life ſhe was affable and friend'y 
with prrſons of every rank and degree 5 and in her 


latter years, as he drew nearer to heaven, if fhe 


pearances 


is 10 ſecret painting after a mortal love in the 


with 5 and great, and was in high efletm a- 


avoided any thing, it was grandeur and public ap 


— — 


* rel. 
pearances on earth. But ſbe newer fo concealed an 
abfrated herſelf from the ſociety of any of be 
felbaw-creatures, as te deſpiſe the meanefl of h 
Species. She was ever kind and compaſſimate t 
the diſirefſed, and largely liberal to the indigent 

» Nor did ſhe negl:& the daily duties, of human life 

under a vain imagination that ſhe moved in a high 

* ſphere, and aua, ſeraphically exalted 

them, 

In hart, there is nothing in theſe papers that 
can juſtly ſupport any ſuch ſort of cenſures, thoug! 
men of corrupt minds may cover the Bible itſe 
avith flander and redicule. Let all ſuch reader 
fand aloef, nor touch theſe ſacred leaves, leſt th 

i 1 * 1 k 

houzh there is not one compleat copy of werſes 4 
mong/l all theſe tranſports 745 fa yet e ev 
carried with her a reliſh of poeſy even into h 

. Jacred retirements. Sometimes He ſprings 5 

flight from a line or two of verſe, which her m 
mory had impreſſed upon her heart : ſometim 
from the midi of her religious elevation: ſhe light 
dawn upon A few lines of ſane modern got e 

Herbert as well as Milton, Ic. though 'tis 6 
ſeldom for cites their names. At other times 19 

werſe; ſeem to be the effuſim of her own rapturo 

- thoughts in ſudden mylody and metre ; or at leaſt 

know not whence the tines are copied : but h m 
frequently does me the hymur to make uſe of ſome 
my writings in ue, ſe in theſe haly meditati ons 
the bart. Blfid be that God, who has fo fa 
fawvonred any thins my ben could produce, as | 
aſiñ ſo ſublime a de votion. Fro 


PFREFACE., T 
From the different appear arce of ile-pofer and 
ant in ſome of 1biſe pieces, as well ay from the 
rly 2 of feuerdl of them amorg ber friend:, 
is evident they were Written in her younger days; 
Ii are of a much later original, though there is 
ent ut one that bears à dale, and that is Mril zo, 
life 135. They feem to have been perned at ſpecial 
en, ard eccafions threugfout the ceurſe of bir 
fe,  ferv of them bear the cos redbiens or ad- 
itions of her en pen, which diſcovers itſelf by a 
bal difference of the and. auriting. 
ous Thowgh be a neveg lempled aw:ny frem our 
Th »mmon Chriſtianity into the fefhionable atofracies 
the age; yet I am will informed from many 
e, that in her later years Ge entered with 
ere xral and affefion into ſome of the peculiar 
varines of the goſpie : and is evident that ſome 
theſe devotional pieces have a more evangelic 


5 5 than athers, and probably moſl of theſe were 
7 h pmpeſed or correfted inthe latter part of life. Tle 


er mWppoſition which has of late been made to ſome of 
etimWheſe truths, game occofion to her further ſearch in- 


ave flaced theſe papers all as I found them yin- 
d up in a wrapping paper, though tis evident, 
| — circumſfunces, this is not. the order in 
lich they were wvritten, ner is that of any great 


Theugb theſe Writings give us the aſdivations of 
devout foul in her hoh retirements, when fltbad. 
defogn io preſent thr public With lum yet. _ 


them, and her zeal for thom. Hewever, 1 | 
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did not want a great deal of adjuſi ment or correAinn 
in order to fee the light. The numbers and 
the titles are added by the publiſher, as well as thi 
breaks and pauſes, which give a fort of reſt to thi 
1 mind, and make the review more eaſy 

ere and there a los wentureus flight is a litil 
moderated; fometimes a meditation or @- ſenteuci 
i, vx en, which ſeemed very imper fed, or 4 
Sort line or tau inſerted to introduce the ſenct 
where tha language ſeemrd tos abrupt, or the 
me aning tos 22 Her foul had a large ſet offi 
ideas in preſent view, which made every ehre 
on fhe uſed eaſy and priſpicueu to herſelf when b, 
wrote only for ber own uſe ;. though ſometime: hen 
entire ſenſe might not be quite ſo obwious to eve 
reader, without a little introduction ints her track 
of ſentiments : upon the whole, I muſ! acknowl'y 
I was ver unwilling that this excellent work 
ſhould loſe any degrees of elegance or brightneſs A 
paſſing through my hand!. x 

When the manuſcript came fir under my rewi. 
al, Jread it over with the eye of a critic and 4 
friend, that I might publiſh it with honour to th 
hand that wrote it, and with religious entertain 
ment and advantage te the world: nor was thi 
employment d:ſlitute of its proper ſatiiſadion. B 
never did 1 feel the true Dry of theſe medita 
tions, till I had finiſhed this labour of the head 
and began to * them over again as devout ex- 
erciſes of the heart: then I endeavoured to ent- 
more entirely into the ſpirit of the pious Author, a 
attempted to afſums her language gs my own. Bu 


may, mon —w— = IO Is ae Ry 
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„% much ſuperiour was the ſatisfg. Finn aich 
WM / received hom this review, eſpecially where/o- 
ever I had reaſon to hope I could pronounce her 
abords With ſincerity of ſou! # How happily did this 
raiſe and entertain all my pleaſing paſſizns, aud 
rave me another fort of delight, than the ary crt+ 
Lencll tical peruſal of them, in order to judge concerning 
or Abr propricty * But I confeſs allo. it was an abgfing 
ſence a mor tifying thought, <ohen I found how often J 
"0 bY «vas conſtrai ing to di op the ſublime expreſſion fr om 
ef y lips, or 4 my tonpue to uſe it, hecau/e my 
nien, attainments ſunk fo far beneath theſe ſacred 
ev ations of ſpirit, end fill ſo far ſhort of tho/e 
1 her trankendent digrees of divine affettion and xtal. 
FUE! Let me perjugde all thajt that pes uſt this het, 
e to make the ſame experiment that ] have dine 
11. and when they baue ut out the world, and art 
100/"Y reading in their retiremtuts, let them: try bau far 
i try can ſpeade this language, and aſſume theſe fun- 
timents as their own And by aſpiring to follow 
them, may they find the ſame fatiifattion and de- 
lirht, or at leaſt learn the profitable liens of {* if 
abaſement and haly ſhame 5 and may a noble and 
glorious ambition excite in their hreaſls a ſacred 
zeal to emulate ſo illuſtrious an example. M hat- 
forver ardours of divine love have been kindled in 
a ſoul united to fliſh and blood, may alſo be kind- 
led by the ſame influences of grace in other ſpirits, 
labouring under the ſame clogs and impediments, 
But per hape, it will be neceſſary here to give a 
caution to ſome humble Chriſlians, that they would 
nat make theſe hig ber © Oo of picty and holy 
2 197 
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Joy the teſt and flandard by which to judge of the 
 ancerity of their own religion. Ten thouſand ſaint! 
arrived/afe 2 have not been favours 
ed like St Paal, with arapture into the this: d bea. 
wen, nor could, ever ariſe ta the affefionate tran/. 
ports, and devout jays of Mrs. Rowe + yet I hope 
all ſerious raaders may find ſemething bere, which, 
thoggh the aids of the bleſſed Spirit, may raiſt 
them above tbeir uſual pitch, may give @ new 
ſpring to their religious pleaſures, and their immor- 
tal bepes and thereby render their lives more holy 
and heavenly. 

That the publication of this little book may bt 
fawoured with the divine bleſſing for this happy 
end, is the fincere defire and requeſlof the pub/ifer, 
a: it was the real motive of the ingenious and piout 
"writer, to commit them by my hand to the public 
vicau. This ſufficiently diſcovers itſelf in the fal. 
law mg letter, 2471 


— To the Reverexy, 


Pr. Warrs, at Newington, 


SIR, | 
H E opinion I have of your piety and 


indFment, is the reaſon of my giving 
you the trouble of looking over theſe papers, 
a order to publiſh them; which I deſire you 
o do as ſoon as you can conveniently ; on- 
7 you have full liberty to ſuppreſs what you 

ink proper. 4be; 
I think there can be no vanity in this de- 
ian, for I am ſenſible ſuch thoughts as theſe 
vin not be for the taſte of the modith part 
pf the world; and before they appear, I 
hall be entirely diſintereſted in the cenſure 
r applauſe of mortals, | 

The reflections were occaſionally written, 
nd only for my own improvement: but [ 
m not without hopes that they may have 
he ſame effect on ſome pious minds, as the 
eading the experiences of others have had 
n my own ſoul. The experimental part 
f religion has generally a greater influence 
an its theory; and if, when I am ſlæeping 
the duſt, theſe ſoliloquies ſhould kindle à 
ame of divine love in the heart of the loweſt 
d moſt deſpiſed Chriſtian, be the glory 
ven to the great Spring of all grace and be- 
anity. B 2 I have 


Miri. Rowt's Letter. 


I have now done with mortal things, and 
all to come is vaſt eternity—eternity— How 
tranſporting is the head! as long as God 
exiſts, my being and happineſs is ſecure. 
Theſe unbounded deſires, which the wide 
creation cannot limit, ſhall be ſatis fied for e- 
ver, I ſhall drink at the fountain-head of 
pleaſure, and be refreſhed with the emanati- 
ons of original life and joy. I {hall hear the 
voice of unereated harmony ſpeaking peace 
and ineffable conſolation to my ſoul. 

| expect eternal life, not as a reward 4 
merit p but a pure act of bounty, Deteſting 
myſelf in every view 1 can take, I fly to the 
righteouſneſs and atonement of my great 
Redeemer, for pardon and ſalvation ; this is 
my only conſolation and hope. Enter mt 
ii judgment, © Lurd, with thy ſervant ; for 
in thy fight ſhall m fleſh be juſtified. 

'Tnrough the blood of the Lamby I hope 
for an entire victory over the laſt enemy; 
and that before this comes to you, I ſhall 
have reach'd the celeſtialheights ; and while 

on are reading theſe Hines, I ſhall be ador- 
ing before the throne of God, where faith 
Nall be turn'd into viſion, and theſe languifſh- 
ing deſires ſotis fied with the full fruition of 
immortal love. Adieu, 


EL Iz. Rows, 
T HE 
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DEVOUT 


FXERCISES 


OF THE 


HEART Ec. 


I. Supreme lie to GOD. 


HY, O my God, muſt this mortal 
W ſtructure put fo great ſeparation be- 
tween my ſoul and thee? I am ſurrounded 
with thy eſſence, yet] cannot perceive thee ; + 
I follow thee, and trace thy footſteps in 
heaven and earth, yetI cannot overtake thee; 
thou art before me, and I cannot reach thee, 
and behind me, and I perceive thee not. 

O thou, whom unſeen, I love, by what 
powerful influence doſt thou attract my 
ſoul? The eye has not ſeen, nor the ear 
heard, nor has it enter'd into the heart of 
man to conceive what thou art; and yet I 
love thee beyond all that my eye has ſeen, 
or my ear heard, beyond all that my- heart 
can comprehend. Thou dwelleſt in heights 
of glory, to which no human thoughts can 
Har, and yet thou art more near and inti- 
mate to my ſoul than any of the objects of 
ſenſe, Theſe wy have never heard thy 


8 voice 
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voice, and yet I an better acquainted with 
thee, and can rely on thee with more con fi. 
dence than on the deareſt friend I have on 
carth, 
My heart cleaves to thee, O Lord, as its 

nly refuge, and finds in thee a fecrct and 
conſtant * of conſolatio)n. I ſpeak to 
thee with the utmoſt confidence, and think 
thy being my greateſt happincſs. The re- 
flection on thy cxiſtence and greatneſs re- 
creates my ſpirits, and fills my keart with? 
alacrity ; my ſoul overflows with pleaſure, Ii 
rejoice, I triumph in thy independent bleſ- 
ſedneſs, and abſolute dominion. Rei,n, Of 
my God, for ever, glorious and uncontrouP'd, 

I, a worm of the earth, would join m 

aflent with the infinite orders above, with 
all thy flaming minſters who rejoice in thy 
kingdom and glory. 
Tho? mt «cith Ihen, thy happier race, allnw'd 
Dy view the bright unveiPd divinity F- 
{By no audacious glance from mos tal eyes, 
Theſe myſtic glories are to be praphan 
Put yet 1 feel the ſame immortal flame, 

And love thee, tho unſeen. . 
l love thee— Thus far I can ſpeak, but 
all the reſt is unutterable; and I muſt leave 
the pleatiog tale untold till I can talk in the 
language of immortality : and then I'll b 
gin'the tranſporting ſtory, which ſhall neve 
come to an end, but be [till and till begin 
ning: for thy beauties, O thou faireſt of te 
27 7 | _  theuland 
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hovſund, will {till be new, and ſhall kindle 
relk ardour in my ſoul to all eternity. The 
acred flame ſhall riſe, nor find any limits 
il thy per fections find a period. 

I love thee, and O thou that knoweſt all 
hings, read the characters that love has 
drawn on my heart: what excellence but 
bine in heaven and earth could raife fuch 
aſpirations of ſoul, ſuch ſublime and fervent 
ffeftions as thoſe I feel? What could fix 
my ſpirit but boundleſs perfection? What is 
there elſe for whoſe ſake I could deſpiſe all 
eated glory? Why am I not at reſt here 
mong fenſible enjoyments? Whence ariſe 
theſe importunate longings, theſe infinite de- 
fires ? Why does not the complete creation 
ſatisfy, or at leaft delude me with a dream 
of happineſs? Why do not the objects of 
ſenſe awake a more ardent ſentiment than 
things diftant and inviſible 2 Why ſhould 1, 
who ſay to corruption, Thou art my father, 
alpire after an union with the immenſe divi- 
nity ? 


Lou angels of God, that behold his face, 


explain to me the facred myſtery ; tell me 
how this heavenly flame began, unriddle its 
wondrous generation : who hath animated 
dis mortal frame with celeſtial fire, and gi- 
ven a clod of earth this divine afnbition 2 
What could kindle it but the breath of God, 
Which kindled up my foul? And to thee, its 
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amiable original, it aſcends ; it breaks throug 
all created perfection, and keeps on its ref 
leſs courſe to the fiiſt pattern of beauty. 
Ye flowry varieties of the earth, and yo 
ſparkling glories of the ſkies, your blandiſſ 
ments are vain, while I purſue an excellenc 
that caſts a reproach on all your glory. 
would fain cloſe my eyes on all the variou 
and lovely ppearances you preſent, ant 
would open them on a brighter ſcene, | 
have deſires which nothing viſible can grati 
3 ; to which no material things are ſuitable 
when ſhall I find objects more entirely a 
8 to my intellectual faculties ? My 
oul ſprings forward in purſuit of a diſtan 
g29d, whom I follow by ſome faint ray o 


ght, which only 18 by ſhort inter 


vals before me. Oh when will it diſperſe 
the clouds, and break out in full ſplendot 
on my foul. 

But what will the open viſion of thy 
beauties effect, if, while thou art but fainil 
imagined, I love thee with ſuch a facre« 
fervour ? To what bleſſed heights ſhall my 
admiration riſe, when I ſhall behold thee in 
full perfection; when I ſhall ſeethee as thou 
act, exalted in majeſty, and complete in beau- 
ty? How ſhall I triumph then in thy glory, 
and in the privileges of my own being! 
What ineffable thoughts will riſe to find my- 
ſelf united to the all-ſufficient divigity, by 

ucs 
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es which the ſons of men have no names 


'0Ug 

rei expreſs, by an engagement that the re- 
olution of eternal years ſhall not diſſolve? 

4: oe league of nature ſhall be broken, and the 

| in ws of the mingled elements be cancell'd ; 


ut my relation to the Almighty God ſhall 
and fixed and unchangeable as his own 
xiſtence: Nor life, nor death, mor angels, nor 
rinci palities, nor powers, mr things preſent, 
r things to come, ſhall ever ſeparate mefrom 


* Wii love, 

e Triumph, O my ſoul, and rejoice ; loo 
clean ward beyond the period of all terreſtrial 
| My hings : look beyond ten thouſand ages of 
ian eleſtial bleſſedneſs, look forward fill, and 
ay © ake an immeaſurable proſpect; preſs on 


nd leave unnumber'd ages behind, ages of 

neffable peace and pleafure ; plunge at once 
io the ocean gf bliſs, and call eternity it» 
elf thy own, 

There are no limits to the why 1 of my 
oy; it runs parallel with the duration of 
he infinite divinity : my bliſs is without 
dounds ; O when ſhall the full poſſeſſion of 
t commence ? 


II. The truth and goodneſs of GOD. 
Nerav'd as in eternal braſs, 


| The mighty promiſe ſhines ; 
18 Ner can the power s of darkneſs raze 


Theſe everlaſting lines. The 


24 Deve Ex ERC IS Es 

The ſacred word of grace is ſirong 
As that which built the ſkies : 

The voice that rolls the ſtars along 
Speaks all the promiſes. 

And they all are built on the immutable 
truth and goodneſs of thy nature: thou doſſ 
not ſpeak at random like vain man; bu 
whatever thou haſt engag'd to perform, | 
the reſult of eternal counſel and delig 
1hou haſt utter'd nothing that thou can 
ſee occaſion to alter on a ſecond review 
thou can'ſt promiſe nothing to thy own 
damage, nor be a loſer by the utmoſt liber 
ality. Thou art every way qualitied to mak 
good thy engagements by the fulneſs of thy 
riches and power. 

Nor haſt thou any neceſlity to flatter thy 
creatures, or to ſay kinder things to them 
than thou meaneſt to fulfil. Miſerable man 
can bring no advantage to thee, nor has he 
any thing to claim from thee. By what bene: 
fit has he prevented thee ? By what right 
can he demand the leaſt of thy favours! 
Thy engagements are all free and uncon- 
ſtrain'd, founded on thy own beneficence, 
and not onthe merits of thy creature. While 
I conſider this, my expeCtations riſe, I ſet no 

limits to my hopes: I look up with conft- 
dence, and call thee my Father; and with 4 
humble faith, 1 claim every advantage that 
tender name imports. My heart confi des 
4 in 
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ſpeak it over again, and find that all my car 
begin and end in thee. I long to behol4 th 
* beauty, I pant for the fair Origin 
of all that is lovely, for beauty that is ye 
uaknown, and for intellectual pleaſures y; 
untaſted. 
My heart aſpires, my wiſhes fly beyar 
the bounds of creation, and deſpiſe all t 
2 can preſent me with. 1 was fort 
for cel: (tial joys, and find myſelf capuble 
the entertainments of angels. Why may 
not begin my heaven below, and taſts 
lcaſt ofthe ſprings of pleaſure that flow fro 
thy rigat-hand for ever, 
Should 1 drink my fiil, thoſe fountains a 
ſtill exhauſtleſs; millions of happy foul 
quench their inftait? deſires there: millio 
Of bappy orders of beings gaze on thy be: 
ty, and are made partakers of thy bleſiednel 
but thou art (till undiminiſhed. No liber 
lity can waſte tbe ſtore of thy perfection 
it has lowed from eternity, and runs for 
ver freſh, and why muſt 1 perith for want 
My thirſty ſoul pines for the waters 
life; Oh! who will refreſh me with u 
pleaſurable draught ? How long (hall I wa 
der in this deſart land, where every pr 
ect is waſte and barren ? I look round 
za vain, and-fighf Gill unſatisficd: Oh! 
will lead me to the ſtill waters, and mi 
me repoſe in green paſtures, where the we! 


Xn, e zu 


AA SS SS e © 


| 


le 
Lay 


500 They are dead, and Lam monal. 


III. 9 G the He An T. 7 
are ſor ever at reſt? How tedious are the 
hours of expeCttation? | 

my head dith burn my heart is fict, 


* 


Or take nie up to thee. 


Diſpatch thy commiſſion; give me my 
work and ach vity to perform it, and let me 
as 2 hireling full my day. Lord, tis e- 
nough : What am I better than my fathers > 


In but a ſtranger and a pilerim here | 


as ay ln theſe weld regions 5 wattd ring and furkrn ; 


(ol Refleſs and fig hing for my natrve home, 


No .0:21ng to — Agr ace of life, 


bea auto fulfil my ta . 


Ch haſte the han- 


ane and ſweet epic. Trauporting hape 


liber 


Hon | Lord, hegpFaro wahingfor thy commands, 


att ding thy plcaſure; O ſpeak and'inclme 
my ear co hear; give me my work, let me 
sich it, and gain my difmiſſion from this 
Jody of ſi and death ; this hated clog of 
Merror and gut, of corruption and vartty. 
Jod let me drop this 10:9, and bid thele 
enes of guilt 2 ting} adiev. 2 

I have waited fot thy fabatinn. V Lords 
men wilt mou let me into thy holy Habita- 
tion ? How long ſhalt I pine at this diſtance 
C from 


* 1 CCC — 
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from thee ? M hat can I ſpeak to ſhew thee 
my pain, to utter my anguiſh, when I fear 
the loſs of my God? Oh! ſpeak aa affuring 
word, and confirm my hope, 


Tranſpurting moment ! when wilt ou appear; 
To crown my hopes, and bani/h all my fear ? 


Again, O my father, andmy eternalfriend, 
I breath out my requeſts to thee in this 
band of fatigue and folly : what is this life 
but a ſorry tireſome round, a circle of re. 
peated vanities? Happineſs has been never 
ſeen in it ſince ſin and folly entered: all is 
empty appearance, or vain labour, or painful 
; YEeXation. - 
Cd with life, my lanouid ſpirits faint, 
4fain woul1be at 1 2 let yo enter 
Tl fe ſacred ſeats, and after all the til 
Cf life, begin an everlaſting Sabbath. 
Yet again, O Lord, I aſk leave to tell 
thee, 1 have waited for thy ſatvaticn, and 
hourly languiſhed after the habitations ef 
my God. My heart grows ſick, and I al. 
moſt expire under theſe delays : what have 
1 here to keep me from thee? What to re. 
lieve the tedious hours of abſence ? I have 
pronounced all below the fun, vanity and 
| vexation, all inſipid and burdenfome. A- 
midſt health and plenty, friends and reputs- 
tion, thou art my only joy, my higheſt wiſh, 
and my ſupreme delight, On thee my ſot 


* 


| 
| 
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ear fixes all her hopes; there I reſt in a ce- 

og WY feftial calm! Oh! let it nor be broken with 
earthly objects; let me live unmoleſted 

47, with the cares or delights of ſenſe, 

. OF! let me flee 

From ail the word, and live alone to Thee. 


this IV. GOD my ſupreme, my only hope, 


hat HY do I addre's thee, my God, with 
Ver no more confidence? Why do I in- 
I'S Gulge theſe remains of unbelief, and harbour 
ful I thele returns of in fidelity and diſtruſt ? Can 
I farvey the earth, can 1 gaze on the ſtruc- 
t, ture of the heavens, and alk if thou art able 
mer ¶ to deliver? Can I call in queſtion thy abili- 
ty to ſuccour me, when I conſider the gene · 
ral and particul:r inſtances of thy goodneſs 
ten and power? One age to another, in long 
and ſucceſſion, hath conveyed the records f 
„y glory ; in all my genes ations thou þaſ? 
| ab beer gur dwelling-place ; my fathers truſted 
have i! ther and were delivered. They have en- 
„re- Ncoutaged me, my own experience has eu- 
have couraged me to truſt in thee for ever. 
and The ſun may fail to riſe, and men in vin 
A. expect its light ; but thy truth, thy faithfol- 
puts neſs cannot fail: the courſe of nature may 
nde reverſed, and all be chaos again; but 
thou art immutable, and can'ſt pot by any 
change deccive of hem tb truft 
2 in 
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In thee. I adore thy power, and fubſcribe 
to thy goodneſs, and fidelity, and what far. 
ther Objection would my unbelief raiſe ? 1s 
any thing too hard for Ged-to accompliſh! M 
Can the united force of each and hell re- 
tut bis will ? 
Great Cod, fou wide thy gliupiet fine ! | 
Hau broad thy kingdom, low dine ! 
Nature and miracle, ant j{.;ic and chance art: 
| thine. 
Therefore I appiy myſelf modiately to 
thee, and renounce all the terror and all the 
confidence that may ariſe fium heaven of W* 
earth belides. X 
Not from the dr ys Dr Sorrows [pring + . 
125 all tl e ge, fes e | 
Their mingled cn ſes rh¹]9ͥ ́ head ; 
NJeir mins Fa curTes I defpiſe, 
Let but the great, M eternathing, 
Luk thro the ud. , and blefi me with bt s eye, C 


Let him bleſs me, and 1 ſhall be ble ſſed; 
Ik fled without ref re av Umitution ; ble 
ſed in my going out, and cowing in; in my 
ſiting down and whng up; ble ſſed in time, hi 
and bleſſed to all eternity. That bledingls 
from thy lips will influcoce thewhole crea- 
tion, and attend me wherever ] am, I 
moll go before me as a leading light, and 
follow me as my protecting angel. When 
I ly down, it will cover me, I (hall rel 

neu; 


- 
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beneath the ſhadoy of the moſt High, and 
ar- Ndwell ſafely in the ſecrets of his tabernacie. 

s Thy kingdom ruleth over ail, O Lord, 
h- and thou 4% according to thy will in the a- 
re- Nie henden, and among the inhabitants (f 
the earth: J confeſs and acknowlege thy 
providence. The ways of men are not at 
his own diſpoſal, but all his goings are or- 
dered by thee ; all events are in thy hands, 
end thou only canſt ſucceed or diſappoint 
his hopes. If thou blow on his deligns, 


455 they are for ever blaſted ; if thou bleſs em 
| of MPcither earth nor hell can hinder their ſuc- 


ceſs : therefore I apply myſelf immediately 
to thee ; for not all created power can al- 
2 © Wiilt me without thee. | 


Hence from my heart, ye idols, fler, 

Te ſounding names of vanity ! 

No more my tongue ſhall ſacrifice. 

To chance and nature, tales andlies ; {plies. 
Creatu, es without a God can yield me noſup. 


Jeb Not all the power of men on earth, nor 
angel, por ſaint in heaven, can help or re- 
lieve me in the leaſt exigence, if my God 
hide himſelf and ſtand afar off from me, 
"© Second cauſes are all at thy direction, and 
cannot aid me till commiſſioned by thee. 
Lord, when my thoughtful ſoul ſurveys 
Fire, air and earth, andſlars and ſ cas, 


I call them all thy ſlaves; . 
' Commiſſiond by my Fathers, will, | 
- C 3  Poiſens 


> j* Devnut Ex't& C15'ts IV. 
Pai ſiue ſball cure, or palm ſhall kill; 
Wer nul Jims, u. „N breath 
Na burnor blaſt the plants to death 
That a December ſaues. 
I hat can wind" or planets boaſt, 
. 1 poover ? 
The ſun is all in darkneſs bot, 
Froſt ſhall be fire, and fire be froft, 
When he appoints the hour. 


Arzhy command nature and neceſlity are 
no more; all things are alike eaſy to God. 
ipeak but thou the word, and my deſire 
ure granted : ſay, Let there be light, and 
there {hall be light. Thou canſt Jook me 
in , when the tumult of thoughts raiſe 
a {torm withio. Bid my fowl be ft, and 
all its tempeſt ſha} obey thee. 

depend only on thee 3 do thou ſmile, 
and all the world may frown : do thou ſuc · 
ceed my affairs, and 1 ſhall fear no obſtacle 
that earth or hell can ＋ in my way. Tho. 
only art the object of my fear, and all my 


res are directed to hee. 

Human things have Joſt their being and 
their names, and vaniſh into nothing befor 
thee : they are but ſhades and diſguiſe wif 
vail the active divinity. Oh! let me break 
through all theſe ſeparations, and ſee and 
confets the great, the governing cauſe. Leap 
no appearance of created things, howere 
ſpecious, hide thee from my \wew : let me 
look through all to thee, nor calt a Fane 


, o ile Hearr. 33 
love or hope below thee. - With a 
pntewpt let me ſurvey the mple round 
the Cr.cation, as Jying in the hollow of thy 
and, and every being in heaven and og 
th as unmoveable, by the moll potent 
wſe in nature, Ll commiſſioned by thee 
do me good or hurt. Oh! let thy hand 
with me to keep me from evi, and let 
abide under the ſhadow of the Almigh. 
7; 1 ſhall be ſecure in thy pavilion. Io 
eel fly for ſhelter from all the ill of mor- 


Wy. 
. COD « prefent telp, and ever near, 


1 Hou waſt fond / of me, O my God, 
| when 1 ſought thee „ and walt thou 
nue me when 1 ſeck der 2 Am 1 giving my 


reach to the wind, and ſcattering my perl- 
acle eus in the air? Is it a vain thing to cailup- 
hon God? And is there no profit in cryi 
> +be Almighty ? Art teu A Cod e off 
not near at Land? Is there any place 
ps from thy preſence? any diltance 
hence my cries cannot reach thee? Can 
by darkneſs hide me from thy eyes? Or 
there a corner of the creation unviſited 
y thee? Doſt thou not fill heaven and earth, 
33 not ſurrounded by thy im 


are wy defues unkoown to thee ? Oris 
ac a thought in my heart concrajed pom 
: : c 

/ 


* 
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thee? Doſt not thou that haſt formed i 
ear, hear? Canſt thou forget the work { 
thine own hand ? Or retired far in the he 
vens, full of thine own happineſs, canſt the 
leave thy creation to miſery and diforc 
pleſs and N ? Are the ways of m 
at his own diſpoſal, and his paths undirech 
by thee ? Is calling on the living God 1 
more than 2 a dumb idol? Ca 
thou, like them, diſappoint and mock th 
adorers? 

Art thou unacquainted with the extent. 
thy own power, that thou ſhouldſt promi 
beyond thy ability to perform? Ot art the 
as a man that ſhouldſt lie, or the Son of m 


CD —ä—ͤ— —— — ͤ——̃ —ñ—E — 
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than ſhouldſt repent ? Is thy faithfulneſs u 


certain, and thy power precarious? A 
thoſe perfections imaginary for which me 
adorethee,and thy gracious names inſignil 
3 #364) e _— 9 vai 
their tru er t adow of thy wing! 
A not thoua preſent 22 — of tn 
ble, and is there no ſecurity in the ſecr 
places of the Molt High? Whither the 
{hall I look in my diſtreſs? To whom ſt 
I direct my prayer? From whom ſhall 
A relief, if there is no help in Godt 
me:! . ä 
But, Oh! what unrighteouſneſs have n 
fathers ever found in thee ? What injuſlic 
can I charge thee with ? What breach « 


truth, or want of pity ? Have the records 
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4e ai ons ever been (tained with che breach 
Kk ichfulneſs? Artthoupot my only hope, 
hal my long experienced fupport ? Have 1 
thr found help from the creatures when 


u haft failed me? Have I, or can I hate, 
reater certainty than thy word 40 de- 
Jon? Can any other power defend or 
wer like thee ? Thou art a rick and ty 
is perfect, for all thy ways are ſudg- 
e Cod of truth and without iniguity, jul 
t art they. With my laſt breath I 

witneſs to thy truth and fgithfulneſs, and. 
clare thy goodnels to the children of men. 


J. Cad anall-ſui icient goad, and my only 
1 


rc 


&. 


rs heart ſo far fram thee, 
eg en 
ih are my thang lin more by day 

With thee, no mare by mg. 
Ny. ſhould my fonliſb * 2 e:? 
i lere cau ſuch Hiuectneſs be 
M4 1 have taſted iu ti de, 

As 1 have fuimd n thee ? ny” 
V here can I bop? to meet ſuch joys a6 
y ſmiles bave given me? Where can, 
dd p'eaſure ſofincere andunallayed ? When -— | 
have enjoyed the light of thy cuuotenance. } 
d the ſenſe of thy love, bas not all my 
been filled ? fare I found any wait N 
| '* Or 


— | 


* 
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or Emptineſs ? Has there been any 1 
lefi for delire, or any proſpect beyond. 
ſides the more perfect enjoyment of 
God? Have not all the glories of the w 
deen darkened, and turned into black 
and deformity ? How poor, how cont 
tible have they appeared? Or rather, h 
they not al] diſappeared and vaniſhed 
dreams and ſhadows in the neon of « 
and under the blaze of ſun-beams ? 

] have never found ſatisfaction in 

thing but in God ; why then do I wan 
from him ? Why do I leave the fountain 
living waters for broken ciſterns ? Why 
I] abandon the full ocean in ſearch of 
low ſtreams? What account can 1 givel 
folly hke this? I can promiſe mylelf 1 
thing from the creature; thoſe expeciati 
ſhall deceive me no more. Iis thou, 
God, thou art the only object of my he 
and delires ; tis thou only that canſt u 
me happy. 

If thou frown, my being is a curſe: 
indignation is hell with all its terrors. | 
me never feel that, and I defy all thi 
elſe to make me miſerable, 1 ſeem ini 
pendent on all nature, to thee only 1 2 
— — Hear me, thou beneſicent aul 
of my being, thou ſupport of my Nite, 
thee I direct my wiſhes, thoſe deſires wn 
thou wilt approve, while 1 aſk but the 


# 4 pid 
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ſs 1 was created to enjoy. Oh! fis all 

expectation on thee, and free me from 

levity and inconſtancy. 

ok gently dren, Almighty grace, 

riſen —4 round in thy — 

tty the Leart that would be thine, 

nd let thy power my love confine, 

uffer me never to ſtart from thee; ſuch 

onfinement were ſweeter than liberty 

yoke is eaſy, and thy burthen light. 1 

{ bleſs the chain that binds me to thee, 

| give me ſuch a view of thy beauty as 

| fix my volatile heart for ever; fuch a 

as (hall determine all its motions, and 

a conſtant conviction how unreaſonable 

WW to wander from thee, 

s it that 1 reliſh any thing beyond thy 

We? Oh! no, I appealeven to thee, who 

ſt not be deceived, and knoweſt the in- 

ſt ſecrets of my ſoul: thou knoweſt 

Were the balance of my love falls, and that 

wandrings are not deliberate : that tis 

by choice that I forſake thee. I prieve, 

gde for my folly ; wouldſi thou forgive 

can never forgive myſelf, for 1 know 

inexcuſable. | 

want nothing when I am poſſeſſed of 

e; without thee I want all things. Thou 

zuin the center of all my paſſions ; I have 

hope but what is thine, no joy but what 

s from thee; my greateſt fears are 
thoſe 


6 


: 


- 
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thoſe of lofing thee ; my inmoſt care i; 
ſecure thy favour. This is the fabjet 
my deepeſt anxiety: every ſigh I brez 
ends in my name, and that loved na 
lone allays every anguiſts of my foul, 
calms its wildeft rempeſts. 

From thy frowns or favours all my 
or ſorraws Feng; thy frowns can make 
infinitely miſerable, thy favour can make 
infinitely bleſſed, I can defy hell. 
ſmile in the face of death, while I can 
thee mine. My God! (till let me bleſs 
ſound, and part with all things rather't 
renounce my property in thee: let mel 
it to my laſt breath, and claim it with 
expiring fighſs. 

Secure of thee nothing can terrify 
ſoul ; all is peace ful and ſerene within, e 
nal love and immortal pleaſure : I defi 
more r ſtops here, and all 
wiſhes are loſt in eternal plenty. 
God! more cannot be aſked, and with 
I ſhouldbe infiaitely miferable. The k 
doms of the flies thould not buy my 
to thee and thy love: the ble ſſedneſs of 
creatures is complete here, for God hi 
ſelf is bleſſed ia himſelf for ever. 


What can I add, for all my worde are fi 


: vera oy 
Celeſtial love na eloguence ran paint ? / 
No more can be in ar tal ſound r] Þþ 


Bua val eternity ſhall tell the re. \ 
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VII. A covenant with 6 OD. 
Ncomprehenſible being, who ſearcheſ? the 


ten, thou knoweſt my lincerity, and my 
houghts are all unveiled to thee; I am ſur- 
by wy with thine immenſity ; thou art a 
preſent, thouzh' invilible witneſs of the 
olemn affair I am now engaged in. I am 
ow taking huld of thy ſlrength, that I may 
ake peace with thee, and entering into ar- 
cles with the Almighty God: thele are the 


1 7 days long ſiuce predicted, when one 
h 89> ay, I am the Lerd's and another ſhall 


all himſeif by the name Iſrael, and another 
all ſubſcribe with his hand to the Lord; and 
will be their God, and they 7 be my ſins 
md ny daughters. ſaith the Lord Jehcval. 

With the moſt thankful {incerity I take 
hold on this covenant, as its more fully 
anifeſt:d and explained in thy goſpel by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and humbly s ccepring thy pro- 
polals, I bind myſelf to thee by a ſacted and 
verlalting obligation. By a free and Qeli- 
d-:a'c action, I. d) here ratify the articles 
hich were made for me in my ba; tiſm in 
he name of the Father, the Son, and the 
oly spirit; I religiouſly daun mylelf to 
hy ſervice, and entirely ſubmit to thy con.. 
buſt, I renounce the glories and vanitie, 


ff the world, and ebuſe thee as my happi. 
1 5 D ol 


heart, and trieft the reim of the chiudren of ® 
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neſs, my ſupreme felicity and everlaſiin 
portion. I make no article with thee f 
any thing beſides : deny or give me w 
thou wilt, I will never repine while my pri 
cipal treaſure is ſecure, This is my delit 
rate, my free and (incere determination ; 
determination, which, by thy grace, 1 wi 
never retratt, 

Oh! thou, by whoſe power alone 1 ſh 
be able to ſtand, Put thy fear in my hea 
that I may never depart from thee + let n 
the world, with all its flatteries, nor deat 
por hell, with all their terrors, force me 
violate this ſacred vow. Oh ! let me neve 
live to abandon thee, nor draw the impio 
breath that would deny thee. 

And now let ſurrounding angels witnel 
for me, that I ſolemnly devote all the pov 
ers and faculties of my ſoul to thy ſervice 
and when J preſumptuouſly employ any 
the advantages, thou haſt given me to th 
diſhonour, let them teſtify againſt me, ar 
let my owa words condema me. 

Elf. Row 


Thus have I ſubſcribed to thy gracic 
ropoſals, and engaged myſelf to be tl 
Lords: and now let the malice of men, an 
the rage of devils, combine againſt -me, 
can defy all their ſtratagems ; for God hi 


lelf is become my tulend, J is py . 


bei 
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\1"Meient Saviour, and the you of God, I truſt, 
ill be my ſanCtifier and my comforter. 

O happy day ! tranſporting mament ! the 
righteſt period of my life! heaven with all 
foe ſmiles on me what glorious mor- 
al can now excite my envy ; what ſcene to 
empt my ambition can the whole creation 
lifplay ?. Let glory call me with her exalted 
ole; let pleaſure with a ſofter eloquence 
lure me; the world, in all ſplendor ap- 
tears but a trifle, while the infinite God is 
ny portion, He is mine by as ſure a title 

eternal veracity can confer; the right is 


"\nqueſtton able, the conveyance unakerable. 
oughe mountains ſhall be removed, and the 

Wills be diſſ ved, before the everlaſting ob · 
* gation ſhall be cancelled. : 


VIII. A thank-offering for ſaving grace. 


3 Leſs the Lerd, O my foul, and all that is 
within me Bleſs his holy name: bleſs the 
ord, and forget nt all his beneſits, who re- 
eemed thy life from deſtructiin, and ermun- 
h thee with twving kindneſs an{tender m rey: 
mo brought thee out of the mire and clay, 
nd ſet thy feet upon a rock; who broke 
y fetters, and freed thee from the miſera- 
le bondage of fin, I lay, a wretched ſlave, 
leaſed with my chains, and fond of m 
Iptivity fatally deluded and undone, till 
dre, almighty love, reſcued me. Bleſt ef. 
| D 2 fect 
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\ felt of unmerited grace! I ſhall ſtand fot 
ever an illuſtrious inſtance of boundleſs mes 
Ty : to that I muſt entirely aſcribe my (al. 
vation, and thro? all the ages of eternity H 
rehearſe the wonders o redeeming love, 
and tell to liſtening angels what it has dont 
for my ſoul. a 


J fing the endicfs miracles love; 
For ver that my liſiy theme ſhall prove. 


My glorious Creator, why did I employ 
thy thoughts before I had a being? Why 
from all eternity was an immortality deſign: 
ed me and,my birth allotted me in a land 
illumiaated with-the rays of ſacred light?! 
might have been invoking the powers d 
hell with deteſtable ceremonies, inſtead ee 
adoring the omnipotent God. But whet 
thouſands are loſt in theſe deluſions why 

am |} thus graciouſly diſtinguiſhed ? Inſtead 
. of being born among the ſhameſul vices d 
impious parents, and an heir totneir curſes, 
why am | entitled to the bleſſing of religi« 
vus anceſtors? Why, when 1 was incapable hee 
of choice, was I devout to the God tber. 
heeps cuvenant ani mercy taa thuſand generts 
tions of them that fear him? 

Why, when I knew thee not, didſt th De 
ſuſt ain me? But oh! why, when 1 knev 

| thee, and rebelled againſt thee, why didlo e 
thou fo long ſuſfer my ingratitude 7 Wh 
did thy watcuful providence perpetually fur 

rou 


it. of ite Hear. 43 


1aJ m2; croſliag all the method: I took 
undo myſelf? Why was I not curſt with 
on . wiſhes, add left to the quiet pal. 


's which. 1 fooliſhly preferred to all the 
alures of thy love? Why did thou purſue 
e with the offers of thy — when I fled 
ee with ſach averſion; and had fled thee 
ever, if thou hadſt got compelled me to 


o turn. | 

wil Why did thy Spirit ſtrive ſo long with an 
on-Wſtinate heart, which reliſted all its motions, 
and turned thy paticace and long · ſuffering 


0 provocation and guilt? Why am 1 not 
done by choſe pleaſing ſnares in which I 


ike them I deſpiſe the uaſearchable riches 
thy grace; with them I had been con- 
at ro ſhare the ſorry portion and pleaſures 
this world if thou hadſt let me alone, and 
Hould never have enquired after thee but 
by waſt thou found of one that _ 
ee not? O why, but becauſe thou wilt be 
erciful to whom thou be mer ciful ? 
Therefore again with aſtoniſhment and 
light I look back on the methods of thy 
ace, and again I confider myſelf loſt in an 


deye to pity me, no hand but thine to 


— 


* 8 
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im of thoſe van'ties 1 delighted in, thoſe 


ve ſeen ſo many deluded wretches periſh 2-_ 


: 
, 


byſs of ſin and miſery ; when there was 


liſt me, thou madeſt it then the time of 
we. Never was grace more free and ſur. 

Zing than thine is; never was there a 
ve obſtinate heart than mine ? and nev ae 


f 
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ſuch unconquerable love as thine- Hy 
1832 has it triumphed over my rebe 

jous faculties ? How treely has it cancel 
all my guilt ? 

Could I have made the leaſt pretence 
merit, or have ehallenged any thing fre 
thee, the benefit had been leſs exalted; h 
there been any foundation for human prid 
my corrupt heart would foon have taken tt 
_advantage, and have robbed thee of thy h 
nour, by aſcribing the glorious work to f 
ſtrength of my own reaſon, or a natural t 
dency to virtue; but here my vanity is {li 
ever lilenced. | am lolt in the bound 
abyſs. O * O depth! O length a 
breadth unmeaſurable! Hou unſcarchable. 
#/ y ways, Almighty love, and iy paths ju 
ynding out ? ( 
Let me here begin my eternal ſong, a 

aſcribe ſalvation and honour, dominion a 
majeſty, to him that ſits on the throne, and 
the Lamb for ever, who has loved me 
ranſomed me with his blood; ranſomed1 
from a voluntary bondage, from the m 
vile and hopeleſs captivity, a captivity frot 
which nothing but that invaluable-purct 
could have redeemed me. on 
* Jnfnite love! Almighty grace? 
+ & Stand in amaze, ye rolling ſkies : , 


Bring hither your celeſtial harps, ye bend 
cent beings, who amidlt the height of ye 
 beppineſs expreſs a kind regard for ma 


k ' 
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each me the language of paradiſe, the ſtrains 
of immortality. But oh! ꝛ tis all too fee · 
le, the tongues of ſeraphims cannot utter 
hat I owe my Redeemer: from what 
iſery, my adorable Saviour, haſt thou re- 
cued me? From error, f. om fin, from ſnares 
ind death, from infernal chains, eternal hor- 
or, and the blackneſs of darkneſs for e ver. 
Nor here my glorlous benefactor ſtayed ; 
ut (till went on to magnify the riches of his 
grace, and entitled me to an endleſs inheri- 
ance, and an immortal crown; to the frui- 
Jon of God, and the unutterable joys that 
ao from his preſence. | 


Myſterious depths of boundleſs love 
My admiration raiſe : 
O Cod, thy name exalted ſtands 


Above my higheſt praiſe. | 
IX. Evidence of ſincere le to GOD. 


F I love thee not, my bleſſed God, 1 
know not what I love; if I am uncer- 
ain of this, I am uncertainof my exiſtence; 
love thee not, what is the meaning of 
heſe pathetic expreſſions, My Cod my All 
bou ſpring of my life, and fountain of my 
appineſs ! my great reward, and m ex- 
eeding joy! the eternal object of lde 
naad ſupreme felicity of my nature! does 
lot my heart attend my lips in all this lan- 
ol - p guage? 
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guage? How can this be, if my ſoul do 
nut love thee ? v( 
O my God, if I love thee not, what is the®) 
meaning of this conſtant uncaſiaeſs at thy 7 
ablence ? From whence proceeds this pain. 
ful anxiety of miad about thy love, and = 
theſe iatenſe, thæſe reſtleſs defires after thee H 
Why are all the ſatisfactioas of life inſipui r 
without tbee? Without my God what at fr 
riches, and honours, and b pry to me 
I ſhould eſteem the poſſe of the wol 
but a triſle, or rather my eternal damage, W* * 
If is muſt be purchaſed with the loſs of M! 
favour. Thy benigaiy is better than lifqP"r 
and the moments in which I enjoy a ſenſi ! 
of thy love are the only happy intervals tir 
my life, *Tis then I lire; dis then I a in 
truly bleſſed - "tis then 1 look down wit 
contempt on the little amnſemenis of the 
world, and r them that want a taſte f 
theſe exalte — | act 
How calm, how peaceful in thoſe ſeaſon 
are all the regions of my ſoul! I have 
nough, I aſk no more. Can they langui 


for theftream who dt ink at the overtios N 
nm I have all che world, and mon}. 
1 have heaven itfelf in thee : in thee I an 4 

and fecurely Heſſed, and can d 


complet 
Hive maſice of earth and hell to ſhake the 
pundation of my happineſs, while thou do 


whiſj love to my ſoul. © blcſk 
Nobiliey of bent! O ſoplime fuisfaRtion 
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thou not told me that thou art mine 
an inviolable engagement, when my ſoul. 
voted itſelf ſincerely to thee? Does not 
y wordaſſure me, That the mountains ſhall 
art, and the hill: be removed, but thy Rind- 
s ſhall not depart, nor the covenant of tty 
ace be broken ? 
Huſt not thou terminated my Wiſhes, O 
rd, in thyſelf, and fixed my wandring 
fires? Is it for riches or honour, for length 
days, or pleaſure, that I follow thee with 
ly importunities? Thou knoweſt theſe 
e not the ſubject of my reſtleſs petitions : 
d1 ever balance theſe toys with thy fa- 
dur? Oh no: one ſmile of thine obſcures 
their glory. When thou doſt bleſs my 
tired devotions with thy preſence, I tan 
ink all created beauty into blackneſs. 
hen I meet thee in my ſolitary contemp- 
ions, With what contempt do I look back 
| the leſſening world? 


How dazling is thy beauty ! how divine! 
How dim the hure of the werld to thine! 


How dull are Its entertainments to the 

alure of converſing with thee ? Oh ſlay, 

_ happy moments, cries my fatisficd' 

U . ' Þ a , 
. 


ee Stay, my beloved, Jo me here. italy 


Stay till the mor ning. ſtar appear ; 
Stay til; the duſky ſhadows fly 
Before the day 8 illuſtrious eye, L 
W 
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Oh ! ſtay till the gloomy night of life 
Win dawn on my foul. Ther.: 
nothing in this barrea place to entertain 
when thou art gone: I can reliſh noi 
below after theſe celeſtial banquets. 

If I love thee not, what's th: meaning 
this impatience. to be with thee? My ſul wa 
tongeth, yea fainteth, for the courts «þ | 
Lord ; when ſhall I come and appear 5 
thee? Oh! that I bad the wings of a 4 
for then would 1 fly away pa at reft. 


Xx. Afſurance if ſulvation in CHRIST JEW 


Have uu my treaſure, my immortal f 
into thy hands, Oh! my dear Redee 

r, and hall the prey be taken from the ml 
ty? Shall a ſoul conſecrated to thee 

crifice to hell? 

Bleſſed God, am I not thine ? and £ 
the temple of th * be profaned, at 
the lips that have fo oſten aſeribꝰ'd domĩinic 
and glory, and majeſty to thee, be defi 
with inferaal blaſphemy, and the execrs 
ons of the damned ? Shall the ſparks 
divine love be extinguiſhed, and immon 
enmity ſucceed? And ſhall 1, who 
once bleſſed with thy favour, become e 
objeſt of thy wrath and indignation ? 8 
all the mighty things thou haſt done for 
ſoul be forgotten? Shall all my vows, 4 


thy oun ſacced engagements be cancehle 


Is 7 
of 1 
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is all impoſlible ; for thon art not a1 man, 
of flew ſkouldft lie ; ner as ihe ſen if man, 
t thou ben lat repent. . 7 
Thou att engeged by my own tremendy- -- 
shame for my ſecurity: my God, and 
y father's God, from generation to ge- 
ration thou haſt been our pts place. 
was deveted to thee in baptifm by 
lemn vows of my religious parents: a 
fant hands were early lifted up to thee, 
d I foon learned to know and acknow- 
e the God of my fathers. I have ac- 
hy ſubſeribed with my hand to the Lotd, 
yp am thine by the moſt voluntary and 
iberate obhigations. The portion of Ja- 
dis my joyfut choice, nor need 1 
ling it while thy word is eſtabliſhed as the | 
avens. : 


e Lord, who made heaven, earth and fea, 
And all that they conta in, 

ill never quit 2 fledfaſt truth, \ 
Ner make his — uam. 


Were my 3 —— myſelf, I were 
done : 4 — ſhake 
y = 5 — » I ſhould fell the incflima- 
e riches of thy love for a trifle, and fool 
ua immortal pleaſures for the joys of a 
oment; a fpecious deluſion would ſeduer 

e from all my hopes of a glorious foturity. | 
tal fall a victim to my own and 


ine xitabiy periſh, if meu forlake mes 


＋y——ꝑ—Z—E6 li ee n 
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thy providence; and as 


ly purſued me, and that truth which has 


tains ſhall depart, and the hil.s be rem 
- but thy kindneſs ſhall nat depart, ner the c 


didſt graciouſly invite me into that com 


_ Devout Exxrcosns 
but the a, 3 of Iſrael is my hope, 
mighty one of Jacob my defence. 
hou art the Rock of ages; the f 1 
and immutable divinity is my bigh To 
and my Refuge, my Redeemer and Alm 
ty Saviour. Theſe were the bleſſed, 
228 titles by which thou didſt at fid 
ure my doubtful ſoul, theſe were the t 
porting names I knew and called thee} 
and thou haſt anſwered them through al 
changes of my life. | 
I was — early care; thou didſt ſupy 
my helpleſs infancy, aad- art the watd 
2 of my unſteady yard. Which 
dever I turn, I meet thy mercy, andt 
1 as Ile! 
record thy benefits, and depend on 
truth; thoſe benefits which have conſt 


ver deceived me, and is engaged neve! 
abandon me. Tranſporting affurance ! 
further ſecurily can ae? Wh t ſecurity 
Jvich beyond eternal veracity ? The 


nant of thy peace be broken ; that coved 
which has been ſcaled by the blood of 

Son of God, and in that holy ſacrameit 
have received the pledges of thy love, Tl 


nion, and meet me there with the moſt 
merited favour. | 


of the. Hear. M' 
Fear not, ſayeſt thou, poor tremblingſonl, 14 


L am thy Redeemer. and thy mighty- 
our, the of Iſtacl, and iu my nam 
all all the nagons of — 2 — N. 
am gracious: ani merc-, Juffert 
undant in goodneſs amd truth : thele 

e the titles.by which L have revealed my- 
fro men; I came the expected Meſliab, 
xe Star of Jacob, and the glory of the Gen- 
es ; I came fromthe fulneſs of ineffable 
0 7, in the form of man, to redeem the 
ce of Adam, I am willingand able to ſave, 
d wko/ocver comes ta me, Invill in m wiſe- 
oft away, Fear not, I. had kind — 
pwards thee from eternity; and by theſe 
Ile ſigns of my 3 and blood, I feat ; 
dy love to thy ſoul here the pledges. — 
_ the aſſuraace s of everlaſting hap «- 
ineſs 
'Tis * eplyed myttan ſported ſoufʒ 
wide the world as thou wilt, — others un- 
ved ſhare its glory; thy love is all Þ 
ave. lam ble 1. d with that aſſurance, I | 
n ſurrounded with the joys of paradile ;. 

1 place is a heaven, white my beloved: 
mine, and I am his. 


all the mona ehr, whe ſe comment ſupreme, 
ey Divides the wide duninien of his 920 a f 
Weld offer each = boaſted diadem; | 
I would not quit thy r for them a”! : 
leſe trifles with dar 77 I weld reſi 1; * 
be H. u A ty 4 * Ican ca. 2 IVE. 


Let 


n 
ſt 
as 
vel 
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Let God and angels witneſs for me, that 
I renounce the world, and chuſe thy love n 
my portion; witneſs that I facritice my 
darling fins to thee, and from this moment 
ſulemnly devote myſelf to thy fervice. 

Thus did Jengage myſelf to be the Lord 
and thus didit thou graciouſly condeſcend ty 
ſeal the privileges of the new covenant to 
my ſoul. And O let the ſolemn tranſacti. 
on never be forgotten; let it be writ in the 
volumes of eternity; let it be engraven in 
the books of unalterable dcſtiny ; there let 
ve ſacred articles ſtand recorded, and be 
had in everlaſting remembrance, 


XI. Thwart my GOD. 


SSS e 


God, thou art my God ; thou art thy 

own bleſſedneſs, the center of thy 
own deſires and the boundleſs ſpring of thy 
own happineſs. Thou art immutable, and 
infinitely perfect, and therein conſiſts thy 
bleſſedacls and glory: but that thou art ny 
Gd, "tis from thence flows all my confola 
tion; this glorious privilege is my dignitf 
and boaſt ; Thou art my Cod, and I wil pra 
thee, my father's God, and will exalt thee! 
the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my Rock, an 
let the God of my ſulvation be exated. Ti 
ben gnity is better than life, therefore my 6 
ſhall praiſe thee. | | 
I bave all things in poſſeſſing thee ; Ih 
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o want, no emptineſs within ; my wiſhes 
ze an{vered, and all my deſires appeafed, 
when I believe my title to thy favour ſe- 
cure, Whatever tempeits ile, whatever 
4. We-rknels ſarrounds me yet ou art my Cog, 

"WI cry, and the ſtorms are appeaſed, and the 


II. 


o kae vaniſhes. I find my expectations 
. Jom te world difappointed my triends 
* falſe, and human dependance vain ; but ſtill 
art my Co, my unfailing Confidence, 
le My Rock, my everlaſting inheritance. 
bs Death and hell level their darts againſt me ; 


but with a heavenly tranquility 1 cry, Thore 
art mv Co /; I duel on high, my place of de» 
ence is the niunition of rocks. | 


Ay Hidine-tlace, Refuge, Tour, 
thy And Shieid, art thou, O Lord; 
ty J frmy anclor a | my hepes 
| On thy unerring «ord. 


While thou art mine, what can 1 fear * 
Can omnipotence be vanquiſhed ? Can al- 
mighty ſtrength he oppoſed ? When it can. 
then, and not till then, ſhall ] want ſecuri. 
y then, and not till then, ſhall my conſi- 

ee be ſhaken, and my hopes confound- 
ed, 

Thou art ny Cod; let me again repeat the 
glotious accents, and hear the pleaſurable 
Hunds. Let me a thouſand and à Mouſand 
mes repeat it; tis rapture all, and har- 
nony : the harps of angels and their ton- 
i | E 2 2 
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<pues, what notes more melodions cout 
they fing or play? What but theſe tran. 
porting words give the emphaſis to all ther 
joys ? On this they dwell ; *tis their eter: 
nal theme, Thou art my Co. Like mee. 
very ſeraph bosſts the glorious propriety, 
and owes his happineſs to thoſe im porta 
«words : in them unbounded joys are com- 
*prehended ; dile itſelf, all heaven i 
here de{cribed ; all that is poſſible to be 
\uttered of:ccleſtial bl:ſedneſs is here ces 
*tained. 


My Cod, my al '{ufficient goa, 
Adi portion. and my charce ; 
In tie- my vaſt fires are fil'd, 
An1 all ny preers rejuice, 


My God, my triumph and my glory, le 
others boaſt of what they will, and price 
themſelves in human ſecurities ; let then 
place their confidence in their wealth, thet 
honour, and their numerous friends; I 
nounce all earthly dep- dance, and glei 
only in my God. | 


From kim a hne my joys ſhall riſe, 
Abt run eternal aun is, 

Beynd the limits if the ſkies, 
And all create bounds, 


When death ſhall remove all other ſup 
ports. and force me to quit my title to the 
deareſt names below, in my God 1 —— 


-— 


wh XII. of the Hranr, | £5 | 
aan un changeable propiſety: that engages" 


here ment (hall remain firm when 1 ſhali loſe wy 
re 101d of all other enjoyments; when all bu- 
ee man things vaniſh with an everlaſting flight. 
eh chalt bid them a joyful adieu, and breath 
tan out my ſoul with this triumphant exclama- 
>". tion, 7/% art my Cod, my inheritance, wy 
eternal poſſeſlion: nor death, nor hell ſhall 
de ever ſeparate me from thy love. 
en- Thou art ny God. Let me ſurvey the ex- 
tent of my bleſſedneſs: let me take a proſ- 
pect of my vaft poſleflion : let me conſider 
ts dimepſions; O height! O depth! O 
length and breadth immeaſurable! 1 have 
all that is worth poſſeſling; T hou art my Cod. 
But what have I uttered? Is mortality 
u permitted to ſpeak theſe daring words? Can 
nie the race of man make ſuch glorious preten- 
en lions? Thou thyſelf canſt give no mare: 
heir thou that art thy own happineſs, and the 
re-M ſpring of joy to all 1 with thee 
ly Þre the fountains of pleaſure, and in th 
| preſence is fulneſs, of joy: immortal life 
and happineſs flow from thee, and they are 
neceſſatily bleſt who are ſurrcunded with 
thy favour; thou art their God, and thor 


ert my Cod to eveilaſting ages. þ 


Earth flies with all the charms it has in ſtore, 


ns WY ſnares and gay temptations are ng more. 


ne Creatine no more of entity can boaſt, LU: 
dan 7: raums, the hills, and tau ring grave: are 
1 = E 3 The 
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7 he fun, the lars, aui the fair fields of light 
Nil au,, and mu are vaniſ\dfrom my ſight! 
And God is all in all, 


© XII Confeſſion of ſin, with hope of parden, 
B. E AK, break, inſenſible heart! let 
J. 


confufion cover me, and darkneſy 
ick as my own guilt, ſurround me. Lord 
what a monſter ain I become? How hate- 
ful to myſelf for offending thee ? How muah 
more deteſteble to thee, to thee apguinlt 
whom 1 have offended ? Why have 1 pro- 
voked the God on whom my being every 
moment depends? The God, who out d 
nothing advanced me to a reaſonable and 
immortal nature, and put /me in a capacity 
of _ bappy for ever? The God whoſe 
oodnels has run parallel with my life; who 
as prelerved me in a thouſand dangers, and 
kept me evea from the ruin 1 courted, and 
even while I repincd at the providence tha 
Javed me. | 
How often has he recovered me from e. 
ternal miſery, and brought me back from 
the very borders of hell, when there wi 
but a dying groan, but one faint ſigh de- 
tween me andeverlaſting perdition ? When 
all human help failed, and, my mournkil 
friends were takingtheir laſt farewell; when Rc 
every ſmiling hope forſook me, and the 
horrors of death furrounded me, to Cel 
| q cry 


1 
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t Wed from the depths of miſery and deſ- 
:; 1 cryed, and he was intreated reſcued 
y life from deſtruction: he brought me out 
the miry C/ay, and ſet my feet upon a rock, 
1, {thouſand inſtances of thy goodneſs could 
ecount, and all tomy own confulion. 
let Could I conſider thee as my enemy, I 
fy Woh: forgive myſelf z but when I conſider 
rd Wee as my beſt Friend, my tender Father, 
te- We Suſtainer of my life, and the Author of 
ich Wy happineſs, good God ! what a monlirovs 
ng do | appear, who bave ſinned againſt 
ec? Could I charge thee with ſeverity, 
call thy laws rigosous and unjuſt, I bad 
me excuſe ; but I am ſilenced there b. 
t conviction of my own reaſon, which al- 
ts to all thy precepts as juſt and holy. 
ut to heighten my guilt, 1 have violated 
tho We ſacred rules 1 approve : 1 have provok» 
nd the juſtice 1 fear, and offended the puii- 
nd 1 adore. 28 
hu Yet ſlill there are higher aggravations af 
y iniquity; and what gives me the umoſt 
e. Pofuſon is, that I have ſinned againſt un- 
ingrati- 
and 


om Wounded love and goodneſs : horid 
yas Woce ! r 


de · Wilery ; the ſenſe of this tormepts me 

den Wan 1 not ſay, as much as the dread of bell, 
filr the fears of loting beaven ? Thy love 
hen nd tender compation, __—_— g fub- 
the is account 


ts of my thoughts, are on 
come my derror, The titles of un ene- 


- TC a+ Fen. 


II. '0f the HEART. T9 
Jeſus,'the Son of love, the bleſſed Re- 
Wonciler of God and man. 

O whither has my folly reduced me? 
ith what words ſhall 'I chuſe to addreſs 
ee? Parden wy iniquity, O Lord. fer it 5s 
rat: ſurpriſing argument! yet this will 
zpnify thy goodneſs. and yield me an e- 
Wrnal theme to praiſe thee + 'twill acd an 
mphaſis'to all my grateſul ſongs, and tune 
y harp to everlaſting harmony. The 
wnſomed of the Lord ſhall join with me, 
bile this glorious inſtance of thy grace ex- 
tes their wonder, and my unbounded gra- 
tude : thus ſhall thy glory be exalted. 

O Lord God, peimit a poor worthleſs 
reztu e to plead a little with thee: what 
now will my deſtruction bring thee ? What 


eat, what triumph to he ighty will 
y perdition be? Mercy is thy br 4 
uibute; this gives thee all thy loveſineſs, 
nd completes thy beauty. By names of 
ndneſs and 2 tu haſt choſen to 
veal thyſelf to men: by titles of the moſt 
Hader import thou haſt made thy elf known 
wp my ſoul; tides which thou doſt not yet 
— but are ſtill compaſſionate and ready 
pardon. 
But that thou haſt or wilt forgive me, © 
y God, ravates my guilt. And wilt 
ou indeed forgive me? Wilt thou remit 
egloomy ſcore, and reſtore the priviene 
have forfeited 2 Wondrous love! aſtoniſh- 


benignity 1 


- 
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. benignity! let me never hive to repznt } le 1 
ingratitude ; let me never live to break i ©* 
' penitent vows x let me die cre that ud t 
py moment arrive. M 


XIII. We abſence of GD Deu f 


XA7HAT is hell? What is dameatger 
but an exclulion from thy preſet n 
*Tis the want of that which gives the wy 
ons of darknes all their horriJ : w/. 
heaven? What are the ſatisfactions of MW; 
gels. but the views of thy glory? WHA, 
thy ſmiles and complacence are the ſpri 
of their immortal tranſports ? 

Without the light of thy countenai,* 
what privilege is my being? What 


thou thyſelf give me to countervail thel ben 
finite loſs? Could the riches, the ee 
. glories and inlipid pleaſures of the wo - 
recompence me for it? Ah! no. Not * 


the variety of the creation could ſatisfy 
while I am deprived of thee : let the life © 
bitious, the licentious and covetous, (it 
theſe trifles among themſelves ; they are ©) 
amuſements fbr my dejected thoughts. W"' 
There was a time (but ah! that hap 
time is paſt, thoſe bliſsful minutes bp 1 
when with a modeſt aſſurance I could e 
- thee my Father, my atmighty Friend, ny th 
ſence, my Hope, and my exceedirg great MT! 
ward: but thoſe glorious advantages 11 
ö . [ht 


— 
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ſe rariſbing proſpe ts withdrawn, and to 
trembling foul thou Colt no more ap- 
r but as a eonſuming fire, an inacee ſli- 
Majefty, my ſevere ſudge, nd my em- 
otert adverſary; d who ſhall deliver 
out cf thy hands? WV bere ſhall I find a 
iter from thy wreath? What ſhades can 
er me from thy all-ſecirg eye? 

ne vlanee from thee, ane piercing ray 

raid lin it dorkne/s into day © 

te we of night is no diſguiſe. 

"ſcreen from thy all ſearching eyes : 

rs midnight ſhades thou fn ft thy way 
A in the Hazing men duy. 


wil/ the Lord cofl off for ever ? Will le 
u ie un» mere? Has Cod indeed o- 
len to be gracious ? Will he ſhut out m 
ers for ever, and mult I never behold 
} M:ker? Muft 1 never meet thoſe ſmiles 
It fill the heavenly inhabitants with unut- 
able joys ? Thoſe ſmiles which enlighten. 
celeſtial region, and make everlaſting 
tore? In vain then have theſe wretch- 
eyes beheld the light, in vain am I endu- 
with reafonable Fcolies and infmgrreal 
nciples : alas? what will they p1ove” but 
e curſes, if I muſt never ſee the face 
, | 


Lit a dream or do ] hear 
le voice that ſo de.ights my ear 


b TY y 
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Ln, he o'er hills his ſteps exten [s, 
And boun ting from the clifts aeſcenu: 


Now like a r0e outſtrips the uind, n 
And leaves the panting hurt behind. 7 
I have waited for thee as they that wait 
the morning, and thy returns are more will X 


come than the ſpringing .day-light after 
horrors of'a melancholy. night ; more 
come than eaſe to the ſick, than water 
the thirſty, or reſt to the weary travelk 
How undone was I without thee? Inv 
while thou wert abſent; the world hatht 
ed to entertain me: all it could offer 
like jeſts to dying men, or like recreatic 
to the damned. On thy favour: alone 
tranquility depends; deprived of that, 
ſhovld ſigh for happineſs ia the midſt cf 
paradiſe :: thy Joving-kindneſt is better ih 
life ; and if a taſte of thy love be thus tra 
jorting,. what extaſies {hall I know ben 
drink my fill of the ſtrea ns of blifs that 
from thy right hand for ever? But when 


When ſhall this happy day of viſton be? 

When ſhall I make a — —— to the 
Je bſt in love and wrapt inextaf; ? 

Gb! when ſhall 1 behold thee vi rem, l 

Without this envious cloudy veil between 

*Tis true the ſacred elements + impart i 

Thy virtual 2 to my faithful hearth. 
Du to my ſenſe flill anreveaPd'thou art. 


+ Mt the Lord”: fuppey. 


o 
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This, th“ a great, is an imperfedt blifi, 
To ſee a ſhadow for the Cid wiſh e 

My foul a mvre exalted pitch would fly,” 
Andview thee in the heights of majeſty. 


XIV, Baniſhment from GOD for ever 


part from me, ye curſed: oh let me 
never hear thy voice pronounce thoſe 
readful words. With what terrors would , 
hat ſentence pierce my heart, while it thun. 
ers in my ears? Oh! rather 3 me in- 
o my primitive nothing, and with one 
oteat word finiſh my exiſtence. To be 
parated from thee, and curſt with immor- 
ity, who can ſultain the intolerable doom ? 


0 dreadful flate of black deſpair, 
To ſce my Cod remæve, 

Aud fix my doleful ſtation where 
I muſt nat taſte his love, 


tor view the light of thy countenance for 
er. Uautterable woe! there is no hell 
beyond it. Separation from God is the 
lepth of rfiſery ? blackneſs of darkneſs and 
ternal night muſt neceſſarily involve a ſoul 
xcluded from thy preſence. What life, 
phat joy, what hope is to be found where 
hou art not ? I want words to paint my 
oughts of that diſmal ſtate. O h! let me 
F tos never 


| 
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never be reſerved tor the dreadful ex perienc 
rather let looſe thy wrath, and in a m 
ment reduce me into nothing. 
Depart from thee 4 Oh! whither ſhoull 
go from thee? Into utter darkneſs ? Th 
makes no addition at all ro the wretch 
milery that's baniſhed from thy face. Ak 
that fearful doom, I ſhould without ca 
ſtraint ſeek out ſhades as dark as hell, bei 
moſt agreeable to my own deſpair, and 
the horrors of eternal night bewail the in 
nitz loſs. ; 
The remembrance of that loſt happind< 
would render celeſtial day inſufferable, The 
light of paradiſe could not chear me wit 
out thy favour . the ſongs of angels wou 
but heighten my anguiſh, and torment me 
with a ſcene of bliſs which I muſt neve 
talte. The ſight of thy favourit and th 
glories of thy court would but cite my 
envy, and fill me with madneſs}while I Co- 
ſider myſelf the object of thine eternal in 
dignation - nor could all the harmony d 
heaven allay the horror of that reflection. 
The groans of the damned, and tha 
darkneſs of the infernal caverns, would bets 
ter (uit my grief. There to the cries d 
tormented ghoſts, and to the found of eters 
nal tempeſis, 1 might — my wild com- 
plaints, and lament the loſs of infinite blik 
and curſe my own folly : but all the plagues 


below, if I might ſpeak my pteſent * 
v 
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ould not extort a blaſphemous reflection 
| the divine attributes ; for I know I de- 
rve eternal mifery, and even in het} I think” 
ſhould confeſs thy juſtice. Thy long ex- 
rienced clemency, I am ſure, ought to 
ence my reproaches for ever, and to all e- 
mity leave thee nablemiſhed with the im- 
Non of crnelty, 
Bur On! what agonies wonld the re- 
embrance of thy former favour excite? 
hat exquiſne remorſe would it give me 
neh recal thoſe happy moments when thou 
aſt bleſs my retired devotions with thy 
elence ? After I] have reliſhed thoſe di- 
e entertainments, how bitter would the 
egs of thy wrath de? Whither would thy 
was ſink me, after I have enjoyed the 
t of thy countenance ? 
1 muſt loſe thy fauaur, Oh! let me for- 
t what that word imports, and blot for 
er from my remembrance the joy: that a 
le of thy love Nas excited: let no traces 
"a cred tranſports be left on my 
But muſt I depart from thee into ever. 
Ing fire? Double and dreadful curſe ! 
yet unquenchable flames and infern:l 
uns (if I can judge in this life of ſuch aw. 
fururities) would be lefs terrible than 
efenſe of thoſe loſt joys. That loſs 
duld endure no reflection ; the review 
ud be for ever inſufferable ; the ages of 
F 2 eternity 


I 
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2 could not diminiſh the exquiſite 
gret ; (till it would excite new and unit 
terable anguiſh, and rack me with infiait 
Ciſpair. 

Bleſſed Cod, pity the ſoul whoſe extrean 
eſt horror is the doom of an eternal dep: 
ture from thee, Draw my ſpirit into tbe 
holieſt and the neareſt union with thyſelf tha 
is pollivle, while it dwells in this ch ; and 
let me here commence that delightful re<& 
dence and converſe with God, which no 
death, nor judgment ſhall ever deſtroy, nor 
ſhall a long eternity ever put a period toll 


XV. The gry of GOD in lis ur 
creation, providence and redem ꝑtion. 


M Y being immediately flows from thee 
IVI and ſhould I not praiſe my omnipe 
tent Maker? I received the laſt breath 
draw from thee, thou doſt ſuſtuin my Ik 
this very moment, and the next depen 
entirely on thy pleaſure. ?Tis the dignit 
of my nature to know, and my happine 
to praiſe and adore my great original. B. 
Oh ! thou ſupreme of all things, how 
thou to be extolled by mortal man? / 
to &rription, Theu art my father, and to tit 
wiyrms, Ve are my brethren; my days area 
a lands breadth, and my life is not hing befi 
thee; but thou art the ſame, and thy yen 
never fil: from everluſiing to eu 


XV. of the Heanr. 67 


bm art G71, the incomprehenſible, the im - 
utadle divinity. The language of para- 
nie, and the (trains of celeſtial eloquence, 
alt ſhort of thy perfections; the firit-born 
ons of light loſe themſelves in bliſsful aſ- 


* oniſhment in ſearch of thy excellencies ; 
Wen they with ſilent extacy adore thee, 


hile thou art veiled with incffable ſplen- 


The bright, the 14 divinity is known 
dai And comprehended by himſelf alone. 

Who can conceive” the extent of that 
bower which out of nothing brought ma- 
erials for a riſing world, and — agloomy 
haos bid the harmonious univerſe appear ? 


enfuſion heard the voice, and wild uproar 
ted rul'd ; ſtood vaſt infinity confin'd. 


At thy word the pillars of the ſky were 
med, and its beauteous arches rais'd : 
by breath kindled the ſtars, adorned the 
oon with ſilver rays, and gave the ſun its 
lamiag ſplendor. Thou didſt prepare for 
he waters their capacious bed, and by thy 
power ſet bounds to the raging billows : by 
dee the vallies were clothed in their flow- 
pride, and the mountains crowned with 
groves. In all the wonderful effects of na- 
re, we adore and confeſs thy power; thou 
tereſt thy voice in thunder, aud doſt ſcat- 
F 3 ter. 
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ter thy lightning abroad; thou 1ideſt on the 
wings of the wind, the mountains ſmoke, 
and the foreſts tremble at thy approach; 
the ſummer and the winter, the ſhady night, 
uw the bright revolutions of the day, are 
thine, 


Theſe are the plerinus works, parent of god; 

Almighty, thine this univerſal frame : 

Thus wondrous they, thyſcif how ubm run 
: (then? 


But O! what muſt thy eſſential Majeſly 
and beauty be, if thou art thus illuſtrious 10 
thy works? If the ciſcoveries of thy pow 
er ard wiſdom are thus delightful, hov 
tranſporting are the manifeſtations of 1ty 
goocnels ? From thee every thing that lee 
receives its breath; and by thee ate all us 
held in life. Thy providence reaches the 
leaſt in ſe ct, for thou art good, and thy cas 
extends to all thy other words. Thou fees 
eſt the ravens, and dolt provide the, you 
lions their prey; thou ſcattcreſt thy ble 
ings with a liberal band on tke whole er 
tion: man vygrateful man, large y partake 
thy bounty, 'Thou cavuſcſt thy rain to de 
ſcend, and makeſt thy fun to ſhine on th 
evil and vntkankful, for thou art good, 0 
ily mercy endureth for ever, 

As the Creator and preſerver of mes 
Mou art glciicuſly manifeſt ; but ch! ho 
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1 the eh more gloriouſly art thou revealed, as 
oke, Wonciling ungrateful enemies to thyſelf by 
ch; blood of thy eternal Son ? Here thy 
ght, Nneſi cence diſplays its brighteſt ſplendor : 
are Ire thou doſt fully diſcover thy moſt mag - 
icent titles, Tur LoxD THE LORD OO, 
RCIFUL AND GRACIOUS LONG=SUF- 


10d; . 
RING, AND ABUNDANT IN GOODNESS : 

ro ſearchable are thy ways, and thy paths 

18! [ding cut? Infinite depths of love, ne. 


" FW tobe expreſt by human language! and 
ellyWt ſhovld man be ſilent, the ſtones them- 
s 10 res would ſpeak, and the mute creation 
ow. hd a voice to upbraid his ungrateful folly. 


uv Longing for the coming of C HR IST. 


OME, Lord Jeſus, come quickly: Oh 
come, leſt my expectations faint, leſt l 
row weary, and murmur at thy long 1 
am tired with theſe vanities, and the world 
rowes every day more un entertaining and 
lipid ; it bas now loſt its charms, and 
ads my heart inſenlible to all its allure- 
ents. With coldneſs and contempt I 
ew theſe tranſitory glories, inſpired with 
Wobler proſpects and vaſter expotintions by 
ath, I ſee the promiſed land, and every 
lay brings me nearer the poſſeſſion of my 
1enMeavenly Inheritance. Then ſhall I ſee God 
ond live, and face to face behold wy trium- 
ua bant Redeemer, 

And 


x 
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And in his favour fnd immortal light, 
Ye hour's and day; 22 ted ws fl 
Fe months and years (if fuch allotted be 
In this deteſſeu barren world for me 
" With haſty revolution roll along, , 
Hlanguifh with impatience to be gone, ll 
I have. nothing here to lioger for; 
bopes, my relt, my treaſure, and my jo 
are all above: my ſoul faints for the cou 
ef the Lord in a dry and thirſty land, whe 
there is no refreſhment. 
Hou long ſhall I dwell in Meſbech, and) 
Journ in the tents of Kedar ? When will t 
weariſome journey of life be finiſhed ? Whe 
ſhall L reach my everlaſting home, and « 
rive at my celettial country? My heart, 
withes are already there: I have no eig 
gement to delay my farewel, nothing tod f 
tain me here; but wander an unacquaints 
pilgrim, a ftranger and deſolate, far fro 
my native regions. 
My friends are gone before, and are no 
triumphing in the ſkies, ſecure of the con 
queſt, poſſeſt of the rewards of victo 
They ſurvey the field of battle, and loc 
back with pleaſure on the diſtant danger 
death and hell for ever vanquiſhed, lea 
them in the poſſeſſion of endleſs tranquil 
ty and joy ; while I, beſet with a thouſand 
ares, and tired with continual toil, ut 
ſteadily maintain the field, till aclive 
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ps in, aſſures me of the conqueſt, and 
ews me the immortal crown. Tis faith 
s me that light is ſown for the righteous, 
nd gladneſs for the upright in heart: it aſ- 
res me that my Redeemer lives, and that 
ſtall ſland at the luſt dey on ihe earth; 
nd though after my ſkin worms deſtroy this 
dy, yet in my fleſh ſhall I. ſee Cod; whom I 
ail ſee for my/elf, and nit another: and theſe 
es ſhall behold, though my r eins be con/umed 
vithin me, Amen, ever ſo come Lord 
Jeſus, Ibis muſt be the language of my 
pul till thou doſt appear, and theſe my im- 
patient breathipgs after thee : Till I fee thy 
Walvation, my heart and my fleſh will pine 
or the living God, 
| Grant me, O Lord, to fulfill as a hireli 
Wi day; ſhorten the ſpace, and let it be fu 
* Wt! aftion. Tis of ſmall importance how 
- We» there are of theſe little circles of days 
nd hours, ſo they are but well filled up with 
levotion, and with all proper duty. 


XVII. Seeking after an alſeut © O D. 


- HH! let not the Lord be angry, and I 
who am but duſt will ſpeak : whydoſt 
Wihou withdraw thyſelf, and ſuffer me to 
purſue thee in vain? if I am ſurrounded. 
with ”y immenſity, why am I thus inſen- 
ible of thee ? Why do I not find thee if 


u thou art every where preſent? 1 ſearch thee 
in 


zl 
/ 0] 
ou 


yhe 
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in the temple, where thon-baſt often md 
me; there I have ſeen the traces of 
majeſty" and beauty; but thoſe facred v 
ons bleſs my fight no more. I fearcht 
la my fecret retirements, where I have 
lech upon thy name, and have often h 
the whiſpers of thy voice; that crleſk 

converſation hath often reached and rp 

tured my foul, but I am folaced no mort 

with thofe divine condefcenfions : I liſten, 

but ] hear thoſe gentle ſounds no more; 
= and * but thou flieft me; ff 
T wither in thy abſence, as a drooping plat 
for the reviving ſun. 

O when wilt thou ſcatter this melaneho 

darkneſs? When ſhall the ſhadows | 

fore thee ? When ſhall the chearful g 
ry of th grace dawn upon my mind at th 

approach I ſhall revive at thy light: 
vital ſpirirs will confeſs thy preſence? an 
and anxicty will vanich beforethee, andim- 
mortal joys furround my fonl. 

Where thau art preſent, heaven and ha- 
pinefs enſue ; hell and damnation fills the 
breaft where thou art abſent. While God 
withdraws I am encompaſſed with darkntly 
and deſpair ; the ſan and ſtars ſhine with ai 
uncomfortable laſtre; the faces of | 
friends grow tireſome; the {iniles of angels 
would fail to chear my languiſhing ſpirit: 
I grow anacquaioted with tranquillity; 
peace and joy zre empty formds to me, and 
words without a meaning. Tel 
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Tell me not of glory and pleaſure, there 
e no ſuch things without my God; while 
withdraws, what delights can theſe trifles 
ford? All that amuſes mankind are but 
eams of happineſs, ſhades and fantaſtic 
pearances : What compenſation, canthey 
ake for an infinite good departed ? Al ga- 
re cannot repair* my loſs : heaven and 


m would offer their treafvres in vai; not 


Wy the kivedoms of this world, nor the 
tones of archangels, could give me ate» 
mpenſe for an ablcut God, 

O where can my grief find redveſs ? 
hence can 1 draw latisfattion when che 
untain of joy ſeals up its [ircams ? N 
rows are hopeleſs till he return; without 
m my night will acver ſee a dawn, but 
tend toeverlaſting darkneſs: content and 
y will be eternal wg to wy breaſt. 
ad I all things within the compaſs of crea- 


ien to delight me, his frowns would blaſt 


ewholeenjoyment: unreconciledto God, 
"27 would be for ever at variance with 


Even now, white I believe thy glory hid 
om me but with a tranfient eclipſe, while 
wait for thy return as for the dawning 
M my ſoul ſuffers inexpreſhble agon ies at 
e delay the minutes ſeem to linger, and 
mne lengthened into ages: but, Lord, 
bat keener anguiſh ſhould I feel, did I 


| os thy preſence had totally forlaken 45 
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did I im igine thy glory ſhould no more 
1iſe on my ſoul? My ſpirits fail at the 
poſition ; I cannot face the dreadful x 
prehenſiqns of my God for ever gone. 
it not hell in its molt horrid proſpect ? Et 
nal darkneſs, and the undying worm ; inh 
nite ruin, and irreparable damage? Co 
pared to this, what were all the plaguest 
earth could threaten, or hell invent ? What 
diſgrace, and poverty, and pain ? What's 
that morcals fear, real or imaginary evis 
They are nothing compared to the terre 
which the thought of loſing my God exit 

O thou, who art my boundleſs treaftr 
my infinite delight, my all, my ineffabl 
portion, can I — with thee? 1 may 
without light, and breathe without air, ſoot 
er than be bleſſed without my God. Hat 
pineſs ſeparate from thee were a contradie 
tion, an impoſlibility (if I dare ſpeak it) 
omnipotence itſelf, I feel a flame whit 
the moſt glorious creation cou'd not ſatis! 
an emptineſs which nothing but infinite lo 
could fill. I muſt find thee, or wearym 
ſelf in an eternal purſuit. Nothin 
divert me in the endleſs ſearch, no obliad 
ſkall fright me back, no allurement witho 
me, nothing ſhall flatter or relieve my in 
Patience; my bliſs, my heaven, my all 6 
pends on the ſucceſs. Shew me where in 
art, Omy God, conduct me into thy preſent 
and let thy love conſine me there * 7 
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III. Appeals ts G D concerning the ſu- 
. premacy of laue to him. 


GOD,. when I ceaſe to love and 
praiſe thee, let me ceaſe to breathe 
and live; when J forget thee, Jet me 
get the name of happineſs, and let 
ery pleaſing idea de razed from my 
jemory, When thou art not my fus 
eme delight, let all things elſe deceive me; 
tme grow unacquainted with peace, and 
rroWek repole in vain: let deluſions mock my 
ell hopes, let my deſires find no ſatisfac- 
jon, till they are terminated all in thee.. 
hen forget the ſatisfadion of thy love, 
) my God, let pleaſure be a ſtranger to my 
confÞpul ; when I prefer not that to my chief. 
joy, let me be inſenſible of all delight; * 
adie@hcn thy benignity is not dearer to me than 
fe, let that life become my burden and my 
un. 
Search the inmoſf receſſes of my heart, 
ad if thou findelt any competitor there, 
move the darling vanity, and blot every | 
me but thine from n breaſt. Let me > » 
tach ad nothing but emptineſs in the creature, 
den 1 forlake the all-ſufficient Creator: 
tthe ſtreams be cut off when J wander a. 
and abandon the fountain. Let me be 
wo eltitute of aſſiſtance when I ceaſe to rely 
i thee ; let my lips be for ever ſilent when 
ver ey refule to acknowledge thy benefits, 
G and. 
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and make not thee the ſubject of their hi 
eſt praile, Let no joyful ſtrain enter aty 
ears, when thy name is not the moſt d 
lightful ſound they-can convey to my he 
I have been pronouncing heavy cut 
on myſelf, if thy love be not my chief blef 
ing; yet, O my deareſt good, my portiag 
and my only felicity, might I not go « 
farther (till, and even venture immortal jay 
vn the (incerity of my love to thee ? Blelſe 
Lord, forgive theſe dangerous efforts of 
mortal tongue, which are the mere out 
breakings of a fervent affection. IJ cou 
even dare to pledge althmy hopes and my 
pretenſions to future happineſs, (and O |: 
not my heart deceive me) I think I coul 
riſque them all, if thou thyſelf art not d 
obje of my brighteſt hopes, and the lig 
of thy countenance the height of that e 
pected happineſs. | | 
If I delire any thing in heaven or on eam 
in compariſon of thee, I am almoſt ready! 
fay, Baniſh me as an eternal exile from the 
light of paradiſe : even that rn wou 
be melancholy darkneſs without thee, and 
the obſcureſt corner of the creation, bleſſed 
with thy preſence, would be more agreeat 
Oh! where could I be happy remote from 
thee? What unaginable good could ſupp 
thy abſence? Say, O my God, do I not los 


hee ? 
f Shall I call the holy angels to witneſs : 
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dall call heaven and earth to witneſs ? Will 
ot the moſt high God himſelf, the poſſeſ- 
pr of heaven and earth condeſcend to wit- 
es the ardour and ſincerity of my love? 
With what pleaſure do reflect on the 
dligations by which I have devoted my- 
ſto thee? My ſoul collects itſelf, and 
ith an entire aſſent gives up all its powers 
p the? : I would bind myſelf to thee be- 
on4 all the ties that mortals know. You 
iniſters of light, give me your flames, and 
each me your celeſtial forms; let all be no- 
e and pathetic, and ſolemn as your own 
mmortal vows, and 1 will joyfully go 
brough them all tobind myſelf to my God 
erer. Say, now, ye heavens and earth, 
lay, ye holy angels, and O thou all- knowing 
09, ſay, do I nut love thee ? 


XIX. A devout rapture, or Ive to GOD 
inexpreſſible, 


HOU radiant ſun, thou moon, and 
all ye ſparkling ftars, how gladly would 
leave your pleaſant light to ſee the face of 
God? Ye chryſtal ſtreams, ye groves and 
afowry lawns, my innocent delights, how 
py oyfully could 1 * you to meet that bliſs. 
neu proſpect? and er delightful faces of mv 

friends, /would this moment quit you all 
to ſee him whom my ſoul loves; fo loves, 
mat I can find no words to expreſs the un- 
/ G 2 ut terab 


EE Detnt Ex ERRCISZS XII 


vtterable ardour: not as the miſer long 
bis wealth, nor the ambitious his grandeur; 
pot as the libertine loves his .plzaſures, 
the generous.man his friend-: thele are fig 
bmilitudes to deſcribe ſuch an inte ſe. paſl. 
Cn as mine. Not as.a man ſcorched int 
f. ver, longs for a. cooling draug! t; not & 
a weary traveller wiſhes for-ſ:yft rep ſe ; ny 
reſtl e ſs de fires admit of no equal compariſag 
from theſe, | 

1 lave my friend ; my vital breath and 
the light of heaven are dear to me: but 
ſhoutd.I ſay, 1 love my God as I'love theſe 
1] ſhould belie the ſacred flame which 4. 
Pires to infinivy. ? Lis thee abhſtractly thee, 
O unereated beauty, that I love; in thee, 
wy-wiſhes.are all terminated; in-thee 28 
their: bliſsful center, all my deſires meet, and 
tnere they moſt be etern#lly fixed: tis th 
alone that muſt conſtitute my everlaſting 
happineſs. Vere the harps of angels (ilent 
there would be harmony for me in the 
«whiſpers of thy love: were the fields 
light darkened, hy ſmiles wonld bleſs me 
with everleſting day: the viſion of & face 
will attract my eyes, por give me le iſureto 


waſte a look on other qhbjects to all etem. 
ty any farther than God is to be ſeen in his 
creatures. All their beams of grace, and 
joy, and fury, are derived from thee, tht 
eternal Son, and will merit my attention ns 
Yarther"than they reflect thy image, or di: 
cover thy cxcellencics, Execq 


/ 
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Even at this diſtance, encompaſſed with 
the ſhades of death, and the miſts of dark- 
neſs, in theſe cold melancholy regions when 
tray of thy love breaks in on my ſoul, 
when through the clouds I can trace but 
mn ¶ one feeble beam, even that obſcures all hu- 
nan glory, and gives me a contempt for 
whatever martality can boaſt, What won- 
der then will the open viſion of thy, face 
effect, when I ſhall enjoy ir in ſo ſublime a 
degree, that the magnificence of the ſkies 
will not draw my regard, nor the converſe 
{WM of angels divert my thoughts from thee ? 
M Thou wilfengroſs my everlaſting attention, 
hee 2nd I ſhould abound, in felicity if 1 had nos 
dee MW thing to entertain me but immediate come 
u munion with the infinite divinity. 

a Mend thy pace, old lazy time, and ſhake 
Lou thy heavy lands; make ſhorter circles, ye 
ling rolling planets ; when will your deſtined 
lent courtes be fulfilled ? Thou reſtleſs fun, how 
theſW long wilt thou travel the celeſtial road? when 
ei will thy ſtarry walk be finiſhed ? When will 
mel the commiſlioned angel arreſt thee in thy 
ace progreſs, and lifting up his hand, ſwears by 
ein the unutterable name, That time ſhall be no 
re. O bappy period! my impatient ſou! 
tl fprings forward to falute thee, and leave: 
and the lagging days, and months, and years far 
the behind. Make 2 my Belwed, and be like 
no ce, or a young hart on the ſpicy mountains. 
dl:W pine, I die for a light of thy counten- 

G 3 ancc ; 
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ance; oh! turn the veil alide, blow away 
the {eparating cloud; pull out the pins d 
this tabernacle, break the cogds, and let fal 
the curtain of mortality. Oh! let it in- 
terpoſe no longer between me and my per. 
fect bliſs. I feel thoſe flames of divine lone, 
which are unextinguiſhable as the lights of 
heaven, not death itielf mall quench the (e 
cred ardour. ; 

Te minilters of light, ye guardians of the 
juſt, ſtand and witnels to my vows ; andi 
a humble dependa:.ce on thy grace, O Jeſus, 
may I not venture to bid thele thy flaming 
miniſters protett againſt me when | change 
my love, and ſtand my accuſers at the lall 
judgment? When 1 prove falſe to thee, 
may I not venture to lay to them all. Bring 
in your awful evidence, and proclaim my 


perjury. 


For you have Iiſien d. white the ſacred name 
That kindles in each leute ny breaſt a flame, 
Ju hſlen'd, while it melted on my tongue, 
F.vw'd frum my lips, and grac'd the mins H 


(A. 
Hleſud was the time, and ſwiftly fled the kout! 
H hile he love employ'd my nab ſt powers: 
The hear eris apped d, and the propitious ſhies 
Lm eil d their mmeſt glories to n eyes. 
Ch) ſtay, I cryd. ye happy moments ſlay, 
Nor in your fligh: ſnateh theſe delights my f 

a 


* 


IX. of the HeanR Tz 81 


aſk n mere the riſing ſun to view, 
0 mortals and their bupes I bid adieu. 


heſe heavens and this earth have been wit- 
eſſes to my vows: the holy angels have 
een witneſſes, and all will join togcther ro 
ondemn me when I violate my faith. 
trengthen and conlirm it, O my Saviour, 
nd make the bonds of it immortel. 
If I were only to reaſon upon this ſub- 
, I might ſay, what motive could earth, 
hat could hell, what could heaven itſelf 
ropoſe to tempt my ſoul to change its love? 
| hat could they lay in the balance agair.(t 
n infinite good? M hat could be thrown in 
$ a (take.2gainſt the favour of God? Alk 
he happy ſouls who know what the light of 
is countenance imports, who drink in joy 
nd immortality from his ſmiles, «1k them 
hat value they ſet on their enjoymens z 
k them what in heaven or catrth ſhould 
urchaſe one moment's interval of their 


iſs; atk ſome radiant leroph, amic{t the 


avency of his reptures, at What price he 
aves his happineſs : and when theſe have 
emed the purchaſe, earth and hell may 
to balance mine. Let them ſpread the 
aits that tempt deluded men to tuin; let 
ches, honour, beauty,and bewitchingplea- 
re appear in all their charms, the ſenſuali- 
of the preſent and peſt ages, the Perhian 
licacy, and the. Roman pride ; ler them 
5 uncover 


*, 


- leſs vanity imagines, or wild ambition erase 


The fun in all his ſpacious circuit behold 
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uncover the golden mines, and diſcloſe th 
ruby ſparkling in its bed; let them open 
veins of ſapphire, and ſhew the diamoy 
glittering on its rock; let them all bethroy 
into the baſſance ; alas ! their weight is to 
little and too light. — Let the pageantrig 
of ſtate be added, imperial titles, and f 
enſigus of majeſty ; put in all that bound 


crowns and ſceptres, regal veſtments an 
olden thrones—the ſcale ſtill mount. 
hrow in the world intire tis unſubſta 

tial, and light as air a 

Are theſe thy higheſt boaſts, O deludin 
world? — Ie miniſters of darkneſs, har 
you nothing elſe to offer? Are theſe yo 
utmoſt propoſals? Are theſe a compenk, 
tion for the Favour or Goo? Alas !thi 
boundleſs word has a meaning which out 
weighs them all : infinite delight, uncon 
ceivable joy are expieſſed in it; the lig 
of his countenance lignifies more than an 
gels can deſcribe, or mortality imagine: ani 

all I quit all that an everlaſting heave 
means, for empty ſhadows? - 

Go, ye daffled tempters, go offer you 
toys to madmen and foals ; . all vani 
under my ſcorn, and cannot yield ſo mud 
as an amuſement to my aſpiring thougt 


nothing to tempt my wiſhes. Theſe wind 
ing {kics in all their ample round ny al 
x nothing 
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othing equal to my defires ; my ambition 

x far different ends. and other profpeas in 
ew ; nothing below the joys uf angels can 
tisfy me. 

Let me explore the worlds of life and 
eauty, and Find a path tothe dazzling re- 
eſis of the Mcft High: let me, drink at 
e fountain head of. pleaſure, and derive all 
t] want.from orginal and uncreated ful- 
els and felicity. 

Oh dieine . let me lanch ont into 
by pleaſurable depths, and be ſwallowed up 
If thee : let me plunge at once in immor- 
y, and loſe myſelf in the infinite ocean of 
appinels, | | 

Till then I.pine-for my ccleſtial country ; 
Il then. I murmur:to the winds and{treams, 
drell.che-ſolitary ſhades my grief. The 
roves are conſcious to my complaints and 
he moon and ſtars liſten to my ſighs ; by 
heir ſilent lights I talk over my heaven'y 
oncerns, and give a vent to my divine at- 


Wettions in mortal language; then locking 


pward, T grow impatient to reach the mil- 
y way, the feats of joy and immortality. 


me lwe, ccme life. and that Vieſs'd day 
For which I languifh, come away © 
When this diy ſox, thefe eyes ſhall ſee, 
and arint the imſeul d Heu ce of thee. 


Oh come, I cry, thou whom my ſoul 
vveth ; I would go on, but want expreſM- 
| $42.66: on, 
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on, and vainly ſtruggle with the unutterat 
thought. | 
Tell me, you fons of light, who feel t 
force of thoſe celeſtial fires, in what la 
guage you paint their ſacred violence? ( 
o the tongues of ſeraphs faulter ? Dot 
the language of paradiſe want emphaſis hen 
and immortal . fail? Surely you 
| happineſs is more perfect than all your d 
ſcriptions of it: heaven echoes to yo 
charming notes as far as they reach, whi 
divine love; which is all your ſong, is infif 
nite, and knows no limits of degree ord 
ration. | 
Yet I would ſay, ſome gentle ſpirit, cc 
and inſtruft me in your art; lend me 
golden harp, and guide the ſacred flight; 
me imitate your deyout trains, let me cop 
out your harmony, and then, 


Some of the faireſt quire above 
Shall floc . my ſong, _ 
With joy to hear the name they love 

Sound from a mortal tongue. 


Bleſſed and immortal ereatures, I log 
to join with _ in your celeſtial ſlyle 0 
, adoration and love, I long to learn your cx 
taſies of worſhip and joy in a language whicipag 
mortals cannot r and ro ſpeak ten 
divine paſſion of my ſoul in words when 
are now unſpeakable. 11 


— 
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XX. Self-reprovf for inactivity. 


$ it poſſible that I (ſhould one day be rapt 
almoſt into the third heavens, and &er a 
w weeks, have paſſed over me, I ſhould 
d myſelf creeping among the inſects of 
e carth, and almoſt as meanly buſied as 
ey? Can divine love, which exalted me 
ey into Aaming tranſports, fo far ſubſide 
kd grow cool within me? Can it leave me 
unattive as I now feei myſelf? What 
hall I do to ſhame my conſcience with re- 
roaches, and renew the flame of religious 
ral and vigour, 99 
Alas! how does the activity of men about 
e little affairs of human life condemn my 
eoligence in matters of everlaſting conſe- 
zuence? Does the fond lover with ſuch an- 
ety and impatience purſue the object of 


nfinite lovelineſs enflame my deſires to a 
dobler height, and excite my langoiſhing 
levotion? 4 — | 

Are the ambitious fo reſtleſs and ſollicit- 
bus to make themſelves great, and to 
Wale the veneration af fools? Do they lay 
ach mighty projects and compaſs their de- 

ns with fb pains and difficulty, for mere 
jageantry and gaudy trifles; and ſhall I, 
o am a candidate for heaven, a probati- 
ner for celeſtial dignity, loſe my title for 
want 


is wiſhes, and ſhall not divine beauty and 


| 
| 


* 
* 
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XEI. Ayoful view of: approaching dath. 
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and triumph ? 


want of diligence? Shall I faint in the nol 
ble ſtrife, when God and angels are rea. 
to aſſiſt me, and every moment's toil yi 
be recompenſed with eternal ages of r, 


See; ſec, the moments fly, the lab 
ſhortens, and the immenſe reward dra 
near; the palm of victory, the ſtarry crow 
are in view; the happy realms and fields ¶ m 
light entertain me with their glorious pro 
pet. Rouze thee, my ſoul, to the mal 
active purſuit of theſe felicitics : waken ali 
thy ſprightly powers, and let it never, neu 
be thy. reproach, that the vigour and intenſe f m 


neſs of thy labours fallſhort of the pretenliMine: 


ons of thy deſire; or that thy holy indulWret: 
try ſhould fink-ſo far below the fervour 
thoſe affections, which in a devout hd 
thou haſt pronounced inexpre ſſible. erfe 

O Lord, what a mutable thing is man! 
What frailty works in this fleſh-and bloc 
and hangs heavy upon our better powers 
*Tis grace, divine yu alone can keep 
live that immortal ſpark within us, wbichhvare 
came firſt from heaven, and firſt taught ougWou 
hearts toraiſe and ſpring upward, Preleriqſmin 
and completethy.own work, Almighty grace 


Death, where is thy ſting ? Where 1 | 
CF thy boaſted victory ?: The conquelt 
mine; 


- 


Nl. n 7 
nine; I (hall paſs in triumph through thy 


ark dominions, and through the grace of 
he Son of God, my divine leader, ſhall 
pear there not. a captive but a-conqueror.. 
O king of terror, where are thy formida- 
e looks?” L can ſee nothing Jreadfulin thy 
pet? Thou appeareſt. with no. tokens of 
ef in ce. nor doſt thou come with ſummans. 
om a ſevere judge; but: ggtle invitations 
dom my dleſſed Redeemer, who has paſt 
Joriouſly through. thy, territories, in his 
ay to his-throne.. 
rice weleome, thou- kind meſſenger 
f my liberty and happineſs ! a thouſand, 
mes more welcome than: jubilee to the 
retched ſlave, than pardon-to'a condem- 
ed male factor: 1 am going from, dark- 
jeſs and confinement to ĩimmenſe light and 
jerfett” liberty; from theſe tempeſtuous 
gions to the ſoft, and peaceful chmes a- 
oe; from: pain. and grief. to everlaſting 
aſe and: tranquillity.. For the toils of vir- 
ve, 1 ſhall immediately receive its vaſt re- 
dards; for the reproach of fools, the ho- 
Pour and applauſe of angels. In a few 
Wioutes-[- ſhall be higher than yonder ſtars, 
ad brighter. far than they. I ſhall range 
de boundleſs.ether, and breathe the balm y 
rs of paradiſe. L ſhall preſently behold 
ly glorious Maker, and {ing hallelujahs to 
ny exalted Saviour. | 
and now come, 511 bright guardians of 
* tte 


- 
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the juſt, conduct me thro? the unknown ey 
trackleſs ether, for you paſs and repaſs Hd 
celeſtial road continually ; you have con o 
miſſion not to leave me till ] arrive at Mm en 
Sion the heavenly Jeruſalem, the city of ths 
living God; till I come to the innumerahl 
company of angels, aud the fpirits of ju 
men made perfect. Ti. 
Hold out, faith and patience ; 'tis but 
little while and your work will be at an end 
but a few moments and theſe ſighs a 
roans ſhall be converted into everlzfling 
Fallelojabs; but a few weary fteps and ben 
Journey of life will be finiſhed.” .One effor 
more, and I ſhall have gained the top of tief 
everlaſting hills, and from yonder brigi 
{ſummit ſhall preſently look back on th 
dangers Ihave eſcaped in my travels through 
the wilderneſs. : 
Roll faſter on, ye lingering minutes; the 
nearer my joys, the more impatient I an 
ta ſeize them: after theſe painful agonieg 
How preedily ſhall I drink in immortal ea rig 
and pleaſure? Break away, ye thick clouds, 
begone ye envious ſhades,and let me behold 
the glories ye conceal : let me fee the pro-i 
miſed land, and ſurvey the happy regions 
J am immediately to poſſeſs. How long 
Vill you interpole between me and my bright 1 
ſun? between me and the unclouded fact 
of God? Look up, my foul, ſee how fweet- 
ly thoſe reviving beams break forth! — 
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hey diſpel the gloom, and gild the ſhades 
r | 
O bleſt eterfiity ! with what a cheerful 
jendor doſt thou dawn on my foul ? with 
ee comes liberty, and peace, and love,and 
pdleſs ſelicity ; but pain, and ſorrow, tu- 
bolt, and death, and darkneſs vaniſh before 
ce for ever. I am juſt upon the ſhores of 
boſe happy realms where uninterrupted 
ay and eternal ſpring reſide : yonder are the 
LeQable hills and harmonious vales which 
ontinually eccho to the ſongs of angels. 
thehrbdere the blilsful fields, extend their ver- 
orWure, and there the immortal groves aſcend ; 
beet how dazling is thy proſpect, O ay of 
uod, of whom ſueh glorious thing are ſpoken? 
dee thee there ſhall be n) more night, nor need 
Wl the ſir or moon; for the throne of God, 
nd of the Lamb is in the midſt of thee, 

he (he nations that are ſaved ſhail walk in ti 
elt, and the kings M the earth ſhall bring 
heir glory and hour into thee, and there the 
Mario Tard ſhall be ta us a place f defence, 
Mace of ſlreams and broad rivers, ad the 
ice of joy, and the ſhout of triumph ſhall 


| ' 
thy 
0 
01 
thy 
able 
juf 


e heard in thee for ever. ; 


Ta 


Hos holy ſouls perpetual ſabbaths keep; 
md never are concern'd for food or ſleep 5 
ere new. come ſaints with wreaths of light 


are crun'd, 
tile izory harps and ſilver trumpets Frm! + 
H 2 There 


_ — — — — 


_ — — — 


— — 


And raptus d cherubs lad reſponſes ſing. 
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There flaming ſeraphs ſucre I ymns begin, 


| My eyes ſhall there Fetnld the king in u and 
beauty, and oh! how raviſhing wHl the let 
pects of his love be? 'Whar unutterableex.Mthe 


| ralies (Fall I feel, when meet thoſe {miles Mcn 


which enlighten heaven, and exhiler:te I dec 
the celeſtial regions? Vhcon T'(ball-vicwtheMihe: 
beatific glory without one interpoſirg clout 


9 m 
ro eternity? M hen I ſhall diE my fill at 155 
the fountains of joy, and in thoſe rivers ne. 
pleaſure that flow from his right hand fo tho 
ever. fip: 
ligh 


XXII. Adina riſiproticn of /elf to fei ref 
divine prwer ard gy. dns. 


| but 

Y allfhicient frierd, in ield, lf fo 

\ my excee, ing great reward! 1 har Th 
cnovgh : unbounded avatice can cover n my 


hing beyond thee ; the ſoul whom thoud 
not tuffice, deſei ves to be etcrnally poor py 
Thou art my ſipreme beppineſs, my v mi 
oitary choice: I took thy love alone fo wi 
my treaſure in that bleſt day when I enter ha 
ed into covcnart with thee, and became w} 
thine : I made no articles with thee for eWW th 
friendſhip, the honours and pleaſures of ihe bu 
world; but ſulemrily renounced them , fo} 
and choſe thy favour for ny ſir gle in hei. 

tance, leaving the concuct of my. life er · I ſel 
tircly to thee. T hele 


following thee. 


* 
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Theſe were my vows, and theſe I have 
often rene ved; and ſhall I now retract fuch 
ſacred obligations, and alter a chaice fo juſt 
and reaſonable? Forbid it, 2 God! 
let me never be guilty of ſuch madaeſs : 
the world has often diſappointed my moſt 
confident expectations, but thou haſt never 
deceived me, In all my diſtreſs I have found, 
thee a certain refuge, my ſhie ld, my fortreſs 
my high tower, my deliverer, my rock, and he 
m whom I truſt. When there was none to 
ſve me, thy powerful hand has ſet me free 
thou haſt redreſſed my grievances, and diſ- 
fipated my fears ; thou haft brought me 
light out af obſcutity, and turned my dark- 
neſs into day. 

When the warld could afford me nothing 
but tempeſt and diſorder, with thee I have 
found repoſe and unditturbed tranquillity. 
Thou halt beenmy long experienced refuge, 
my unfailing confidence, and I ſtedfaſtly de- 
pend on thee for my future conduct. 1 can- 
dot err when guided by infinite wiſdom; L 
muſt be ſafe in the arms of eternal love, to 
which I humbly reſiga myſelf. Let me 
haveriches or poverty, honour or contempt z 
whatever comes from thy hands ſhall be 
thankfully received. I would hear no voice 
but thine, nor make a ſtep but where I am 


If thou wauld(t leave me to chuſe for my- 
felt, I would reſiga the choice again to thee. 
H 3 I dread 
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I dread nothing more than the guidance of 
my own blind deſires; I tremble at tte 
thorghts of ſuch a fatal liberty: avert gra. 
cious God, that miſerable freccom. Thcu 
foreſee} all events, and at one lingle view 
doſt look through eternal conſe que r ces; 
therefore do thou determine my circum- 
ſtan ces, pot to gratify my own wild defires, 
but to advance thy glory. 

Thou t aft an unc ſtioned right to dif 
poſe of me; I am thine by neceſſary ties 
and voluntary engagements, which 1 thank» 
fully acknowlcge and ſolemnly renew : Ces 
libcrateiy and intirely I put my ſelf into thy 
Farnds. Whatever intereſt I have in ibis 
world I ſaciifice to thee, and leave ny der- 
eſt enjoy ments to thy diſpoſal, acknouwleg: 
rg it my greatcſl oppinefs io be guided tj 
tnee 


Lord ! what is man that theu art mindful 
of kim ? that thou who art 8 bleſled, 
«nd independently bsppy, ſhouldſt ccncein 
tbyſelf with hyman zftairs, and conCceſcend 
to m#ke our wants as much thy care as if 
mortal miſeries could reach thee, and inter» 
topt immortal ble ſſedneſs. Thou weulclt 
make us ſenlible of thine indulgence by the 
molt tender {militudes :. a father's gepile 
care but faintly ſhadows thine, and all ve 
can conceive of kuman pity falls ſtort of 
thy compaſſion, I bou doſt ſeem to ſhare Win 
in our calamities, and ſympathize in all cur i 
grief. No friend flies to our aſliſlance — 
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lf the ſpeed that love brings thee, nor 
oſt thou ever want methods to relieve 
ſe that confide in thee. | 

Thy providence finds or makes its way 
o' all or poſitions: the ſtreams ſhall roll 
ck to their feuntains, the ſun ſhall ſtand 
I, and the courſe of nature be reverſed, 
ther than thou want means to bring thy 
ap to paſs. No obſtacle puts a ſtand 
thy deſigns, nor obſtrufts thy methods: 
pity will that makes nature and neceſſity i 
o can ſtay thy hand, or fay unto ihee, 
tat eff thu? Thy counſel ſhall ſtand, 
d thou wilt do all thy pleaſure. Nothing 
impoſſible for thee to acecmpliſh: ber- 
r | caſt my eyes, I ſee inſtances of thy 
wer: the extended firmament, the ſun 
id ſtars, tell me what thou art able to per- 
um; they atteſt thy omnipotence, and 
duke my unbelief. The whole creation 
ads for thee, and condemns my ipfideli» 


Almighty God, forgive my diffidence, 
bile I confeſs tis molt inexcuſable. Thy 
nd is not ſhortened, nor are the ſprings 
thy bounty ſealed ; thy ancient miracles 
re not exhauſted thy ſtrength, nor hath 

rpetual beneficence impoveriſhed thee ; .. 
power remains undiminiſhed, and thy 
erccy endureth for ever. That dazzling 
ridute ſurrounds me with tranſporting 
ries ; Which way ſoever I turn, _ 


ent, the mute creation would find a void, 


hw 
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the bright conviction: I cannot recal a 
of my. paſt life on which ſome ſignatute 
thy goodnels is not ſtamped. 


+ Oh who hath taſted of thy clemen 
In greater meaſure or 45055 oft then 1 

. Which way ſoe er I turn my face or feet if 
I ſee thy mercy and thy glory meet. 


In whatever thou haſt granted, or wh 

ever thay haſt denied me, thy beneficen 
has been mingled with every diſpenſatiot 
thou haſt not taken the advantage of n 
follies, nor been ſevere to my (ins ; butt 
remembered wy frame, and treated n 
with the utmolt indulgence. Glory bet 
thy name for ever. 


XXIII, Redeeming Love. 
. ty love, the theme of every h 


venly ſong ! infinite grace, the vo 
der of angels! forgive a mortal tonguett 
attempts thy praiſe; and yet ſhould man 


49 upbraid him. ER 

But oh! in what language ſhall 177 
With what cixcumſtagceſballI begin! $h 
I roll back the volumes of eternity, and} 
gin with the glorious deſign that determit 
man's redemption before the birth of tin 
* the copflaes of creation was i 
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Infnite years before the day, 
Er leaven began toroll-? 


Shall I ſpeak in general of all ihe nations 
the redecmed? Or to excite my own 
ratitude, ſhall . corſider myſelſ, my wor th- 
gs (elf, included by an eternal decree a- 
org the number of thoſe who ſball keer 
fa Rede emer's name, and be marked cut 
parts ker of that in. menſe privilege? Be- 
de the foundation of the hills were laid, 
e gracicus deſign was formed, ard the 
de lled plan of it ſchemed cut before the 
witains of theiſky were ſpread, 

Lord! what isman ? What zm? What 
is all the human race, to be thus regarded? 
O narrow thoughts, and narrower worcs ! 
bere-confeſs your defects; theſe are heights 
ot io be reached by you. Adorable mea- 
res of irfinite clemency ! unſearchzble 
ches of grace { with what aſtoniſhment do 
W fuvey you! I am fwallowed and loſt in 
he ee immenſity. All bail, ye divine 
nyſleries, ye — paths of the unſearch-' 
ble Deity ! let me adore tho” I can never 

ſs you. | 
et ſhonld I be ſilent, heaven and earth, 
lay bell itſelf would reproach me: the 
ned themſelves would call me ungreat- 
el, ſhovld 1 fail 10 celebrate that grace 
© Wboſc loſs they ate for ever * 8 


| 


- 


% 
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1->{s that leaves them for ever deſperate an 
- undone. ?*Tis this grace which tunes thi 
- harps of heaven, and yields them an immor 
tal ſubject of harmony and praiſ*. The 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect fix thei 
contemplations here; they adore the ge 
rious myſtery, and while they ſing the wo 
ders of redeeming love they aſcribe ſubling 
and. living henours to him that ſits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb for. ever. An 
infinitely worthy art thou, O Lord, to te 
ceive the gratcful homage : who fhall no 
praiſe and magnify thy name? Who ſhi 
deny the tribute of thy glory ?. | 
But alas! what can mortal man add tofff 
- thee? What can nothingneſs and vanity 
give? We murmur from the duſt, and at 
tempt thy praiſe from the depths of miſery; 
yet thou doſt condefcend to hear and liſten 
to our broken accents ; amidſt the haliely 
Jabs of angels our groans aſcend to thee, o 
complaints reach thee: from the beighto 
thy 5 and from the exaltations of 
eternal glory, thou haſt a regard to mar 
poor: wretched man! thou receiveſt is 
mage with delight ; his praiſes mi 
with the harmony of angels, nor interrup 
the ſacred concord. Thoſe natives of hes. 
ven, thoſe morning- ſtars fing together in 
their heavenly beatitudes, nor diſdain to le 
the ſons of earth and mortatilty join with 


them in celebrating the kogours of 2 
their 


den 
1 i 


; 
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heir Lord and ours: to him be every ton- 
e devoted, and let every creature for ever 
norWraile him. Amen. | 


XXIV: Pleading for pardon and Holineſs. 


oMMmortal fpring of life, the fountain of 
mall all exiſtence, . the firſt and laſt, without 
innig of days, or end A years ; before the 
We:vens were created thou walt, and ſhair* 
remain unchanged while they wax old and 
keay. Thou art infinitely bleſſed in. ihy - 
t, hy glory admits of no addition; the 
vaiſes of angels cannot he ighten the hap- 
ineſs, nor the blaſphemies of hell diminiſh 
Thou canſt do every thing, and thy 
ower finds no obſtacle. : Thow madeft hea- 
and earth, the fea and the fountain of 
unter; thou deft according to thy will in the 
mies of heaven, and the inbabi tanta 
ue earth; thou holdeft the waters in the 
rolf u of thy hand, and 2 out the hen 
Wen with a ſpan: thou comprekendeft the du 
ie earth in a meaſure, and weigheft - 1 
untains in. ſeales, umd the hiks in a ballance 
hun covereſt thy/elf with light d3 uith a gon 
, and art ſurrounded with inacceſſible 
en. endor: Thou art glorious in holineſs, fear- 
nin praiſe; ; the heavens are not clean in 


fight, but thou chargeft thine with 
un: what then is man, that drinks in im. 
uy ike water ? What is man that thou art 
— 4... mindful 


2 
1 ” 
1 Sy 
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moſt humble gratitude, I deſire to-proſtrat 


greateſt honour, and untakeed privilege, 


on, I. have confeſs I have abuſed the mer 
which I now implore, and injured th: 


mindful f him; or the ſon of man, that ti 
deft thus viſit him Tis becauſe thou x 
g20d, aud thy mercy endureth for ever 
mercy. is thy prevailing attribute. Thou 
compaſſi>nate, and infinitely: gracious, 2 
haſt fully manifeſted thy love and bene 
cence: to the race of man, in the-glorioy 
methods of our redemption from-everlaſts 
bondage and death by thy Son Jeſus, 

Therefore with the loweſt reverencea 


mylelf before thee, acknowledging: it n 


approach the Lord, and. bow myſelf befor 
the high God; Þtkat am-unworthy to u 
ter thy-tremendous- name, or once to lift 
my eyes to heaven. To my own confulj 


odneſs and forbearance of my (ins whic 
Tam now. addreſſing myſelf to. I hay 
forfeited the very: benefits I aſk, and de 
— thoſe ſacred privileges which I an 
reed to plead: Lcan uſe ſcarce any me 
tive but what would carry. in it my own cot 
demnation, Shall I implore thy mercy 
the gracious terms of the new covenan 
ſealed by the blood ofthy eternal San! Alas 
that gracious covenant I. have violated, a 
profaned its ſacred ſeals : I have ſinned 
inſt the cleareſt light,; and the-tendere 
ſtances of love: R have not only my 
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my obligations to thee as my Creator, but 
be ſtronger engagements of my. adoption, 
even the glorious privilege of being admit- 
lied into thy family, and numbered among. 
te children of God. ä 
But ſtill thoſe very circumſtances that 
Wagoravate my guilt, exalt thy mercy ; here 
the freeneſs and magnificence of thy grace 
will diſplay itſelf 5; here thou wilt anſwer the 
indulgent-title of a Father in its tendereſt 
raGextent ; 1 bave no fins too great for inf 
nM nite-clemency to pardon. Thou att God 
„end not man; and as the heavens are high 
fon dove the earth, ſo high are thy ways of 
A compaſlion above all human methods. 
dare not ſet bounds to tky goodneſs, 
WM nor affirm that thus far, and mn farther, di- 
vine patience extends. Thou haſt pardon- 
ed and reſtored me to thy favour too often 
for me now to deſpair : my penitent ſighs 
yere never rejected, nor my humble requeſt 
el answered: I have always found the hea- 
ens open, andthe throne of God acceſli- 
ble, through the blood of a Redeemer. By 
dis agony and bloody ſweat, by his croſsand 
ſſion, by his painful death and glorious re- 
rection, 1 implore thy pardon : he has 
made a full atonement, and divine juſtice 
will 2 no further ſatisfaction. To im 
give all the prophets witne/5, that tbr ouę h his 
une, whoſoever believes in bis name re. 


give remiſſion of ſins, | 
17 jm; O bleſſed 


.. 
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O bleſſed Jeſus, the hope of the Gentile, 
the ſalvation of the ends of the earth, the 
great Meſliah, the promiſed Saviour, who. 
doſt anſwer thoſe glorious titles in th eir u. 
moſt ſignification, to thee, my certain, my 
experienced refuge, I fly: © Son of God, 
hear me; O Lamb of God, who takeft 3. 
way the fins of the worid, have mercy on 
me. ; | 

O eternal Spirit, the promiſed Comforter 
come with all thy ſacred conſolations; come tra 
and be as dew to the drooping flowers, as te 
rain to the parched ground; Oh! comeffl,, 
with thy reviving light, aud diſpel the dark. rig 
neſs that beclouds my foul : break in likeW;e; 
the ſun after a melancholy night; one beam en. 
of thine would melt this frozen, this ob- N on 
durate heart, and kindle in my foul the en. 

ſparks of holy love: breathe upon my cold} | 
affections, and raiſe them to a — flame. ¶ my 

Searcher of hearts, from whom nothing ang 
js concealed, whole penetrating eyes find bei 
out hypocriſy in its darkeſt diſguiſe ; thou on 
knoweſt the deſires of my foul, and art my and 
3mpartial witneſs that I kneel not here for for 
the riches and honours of the world; that to : 
I am not proſtrate before thee for length off ſet 
days or pleaſure ; but that 'tis the kingdom my 
of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, that 
I ſeek. Give me not my portion with the 
rich and great, but let me haye my bony 


- 
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t with thy children; let me bear contempt 
theſhnd deriſion, and ſuffer reproach with the 
who eople of God, rather than enjoy the plea- 
u. res of fin which are but for a ſeaſon. 
my Thy favour is the end of all my wiſhes, 
och the conſtant ſubje&t of my prayer. Oh! 
thou whoſe ears ire open to the wants of 
on Wal thy creaturs, who heareſt the young ra- 
ens when they cry from their neſts to 
rier thee, who giveſt the men of the world the 
me tranlitory things they chuſe, wilt thou deny 
age delires which thou thyſelf doſt inſpire 
Mend approve? O let me be filled with that 
rk-Frighteouſmeſs which I hunger and thirſt af- 
ike ter, and be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs. Thou 
aun canſt not be diminiſhed, whatever perfeCti- 
ob · ¶ on thou doft communicate to the creature: 
he endleſs liberality could not make thee poor 
1 aſk not privileges above the capacity of 
ne. my nature, nor aſpire to the perfections of 
"2 angels ; I only beg that TI may reach thoſe 
"0Þ heights of holineſs and divine love, which 
OUS fouls inveſted witha mortal body like mine, 
mY and incumbered with the ſame human paſ- 
fol lions, have attained. But in vain I ſtrive 
AY to imitate thoſe bright examples thou haſt 
dug ſet before me; without thy afliſtance all 
my my endeavours will prove ſucceſsleſs, Thou 
knoweſt the frailty of my nature, and the 
mighty difficulties I have to encounter: I 
have not only the —_— of the * 
| 2 ut 
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but all the ſtratagems of hell to engage with, 
and a treacherous heart within, ready on 
all occafrons to betray me into (in and end. 
leſs perdition: O let my impotence and 
cunger 8 compaſſion. 

0 


Remember thy formerbenignity, O Lord, 
and let that engage thee to grant me new 
Aupplies of that grace, by which alone ! 
ſhalt prove victorious, Thy bounty to a 
my of the works of thy hagds muſt always 
flow from the goodneſs of thy own nature; 
for what creature can pretend to merit any 
thing from thee? J would urge nothing but 
thy own infinite mercy, when J entreat 
thee not to ict me periſh-after the wonder- 
fol things thay hat done for my ſoul; af. 
ter all the plèges thou haſt given me of thy 
love, let not my follies provoke thee to 
ſorſake me; but remember thy covenant, 
and its gracious articles, and act according 
to thy own ineffable benignity, which has 
been the glo:1»us motive of every favour l 
have received from thee, | 


XYXV. A trmſpart . gratitude for ſaving 
: mercy. 


J Bleſs a thouſand times the happy day 
when firſt a beam ofheavenly light broke 
ia on my foul ; when the day-ſtar from on 


high viſited, and the celeſtial light began to 


dawn, 
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dawn, I welcomed its chearful luſtre, and 
felt the ſacred influence; the flame of ho- 
love awoke, and holy joys were kindled. 

The earth and all its pageantry difappear- 
ed like clouds before the morning · ſun: the 
ſcenes of paradiſe were opened ſeraphis 
pleaſures and unutterable delights - all bail, 
| cryed, you unknown joys, you unexperi- 
enced pleaſures ! compared to you what's 
all I have reliſhed till now? What's earthly 
beauty and harmony? What's all that mor- 
tals call charming and attractive? I never 
ved till now: I knew no more than the 
name of happineſs till now : I bave been 
in a dream during all the days of my folly 
and vanity ; but now I awake to the life of 
heaven-born ſpirits, and talte the joy, of 
angels. 


XXVI. Importunate requeſts for thereturn 
of GOD to the ſoul, 


HO preat and glorious, thou invi- 

{ible and univerſal beiog, art thou no 
nearer to be approached ? Or do I fearch 
thee amiſs ? Is there a corner of the creati- - 
on unviſited by thee, or any place exempt 
from thy preſence ? I trace thy footſteps 
through heaven and cartb, but I cannot o- 
Jertake thee. 


I3 Why 
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Il hy do 1 ſeek thee, if thou art mt here? 
Or ſind thee not if thou art every where ? 


Tell me, O my God, and my all, tell me 
where thou art to be found, for there i 
the place of my reſt. What imaginabl 


4 
_-\ 


good can ſupply thy abſence ? Deptived off: a 
thee, all that the world could offer would be 
like a jeſt to a dying man, and provoke my 
averſion and diſdain. *Tis a God that | 


ſeek : | 
wiſhes loop not to a luer aim; 
Thou, thou haſt A inaled this immortal flame 
Which nothing can alay. 


Adieu, adieu to all human things! let mer 
fad my God, the end of all my wiſhes 
why doſt thou keep back the face of thy {phi 
throne? Why. does the cloud and ſacred 
darkneſs conceal thee ? 


Thy voice produc'd the ſeas and ) 
Bid the waves roll. and planets ſhine ; 
But mit bing like thyſelf appears 
Thro* all theſe variaus works of thine. 


O thou fairer than all the works of thy ſhin: 
bands, wilt thou ever bide thyſelf from 4 
creature that loves and ſeeks thee with ſo 


Cinenſe deſire? I appeal to thee, O Ling 
rey 4 


— 
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re not my eating after thee moſt hear. 

and unteigned? Does not my foul pant 
Mer thee with a fervour which cannot be 
1 a ſincerity which cannot be 
liiguile 


* 
? 


ble: thee 7 pine, and am for thee undone, 
offs drooping flowers that wants their parent 
be | F ( Jun. 


n 
1 How do my ſpirits languiſh for thee ! No 
nilitudes can expreſs the vehemence of 
y deſires : wealth and glory, friends and 
leaſure loſe their names compared to thee, 
0 follow thee 1 would leave them all be- 
ind; 1 would leave the whole creation, 
dd bid the fields and fparkling ſkies adieu. 
Let the heavens and earth be no more, 
while thou endureſt for ever, I can want no 
port. My being itſelf with all its bleſ- 
taneſs depends entirely on thee. | 
Place me far from the bounds of all crea- 
icy, remote from all exiſtence but thy 
un; in that ineffable ſclitude let me be 

ſt, let me expatiate there for ever, let me 
the endleſs rounds of bliſe But, alas! 
flatter myſelf in vain with ſcenes of unat- 

hy Ninable bappineſs. I will ſearch thee then, 
4 Where 1 hope thou mayeſt be found, 1 caſt 
fo Wy eyes to the bright regions above, and 
2rd Mimoſt envy the happy . beings that fre thy 
ud ace 


* 
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face unveiled: I ſearch thee in the flow 
meadows, and liſten for thee among th 
murmuring ſprings : then ſilent and abſtracd 
ed from human things, I ſearch thee in he 
ly contemplation ; tis all in vain; ac 
fields, nor floods; nor elouds, nor ſtars re 
vealthee: | 

Ye happy ſpirits that meet his ſmiles an 
hear his voice, direct a mournſul wander 
while I ſeek bim who my ſoul loves, whil 
I ſigh and complain, nd caſt my languiſhin 
eyes to yonder happy maaſions: fain wou 
I penetrate the ſtarry pavilions; and lot 
through the ſeparating firmament : Oh 
that thou wouldſt divide the clouds, t 


thou wouldſt rend the heavens; and give n 
one glimpſe of thy glory; that thou woudſihe 
diſplay thy beauty, and in the midſt of theſſiit ,, 
earthly ſcenes of amuſing vanity, give m 
— moment's interval of celeſtial bleſſed. - 
ne 8. _ 
One look of 2 Ji thy eye, ns 
One whiſper of thy voice, | 
ous a =_ eternity - * 
E in carnal joys. | | 
Could 1 ck ſpacions earth c , N 
Or the more boundleſs ſea, opr 
For one dear hour at thy right hand an 


Pd give them both away. 
If things were put into juſt ces, 100 
compute 


* 
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puted arigbt, for the firſt moment of 
s latis faction I am ret:dy io ſay. The 
ole creation would be cheaply loft : how 
wdly would I reſign all for ſuch a-blifs. A- 
uv to human things; let mefind my God, 
end-of all my wiſhes : 'tis he whom I 
k, *tis he alone can ſatisfy my infinite des» 
ts. Oh ! why doſt thou withdraw? Why 
long conce: I thyſelf ? Where doſt thou 
Ire? Nor earth, nor heaven reply to my 
Wocated calls. ey 
Jet me invoke thee by every gracious 
je My God, and the God cf my fathers ; 
om one generation to another thou haſt 
n our dwelling-place; the claim has 
ſcended from age to age; thy covenant 
deen eſtabliſhed with us, and thy faith- 
e ſs rems ins unblemiſhed. Oh forget 
t thy covenant, forget not the ble ſſings 
lailed on me; forget not the prayers aud 
ars by which my pious anceſtors have 
raged thy mercy for me; forget not 
ir vows and ſolemn dedication of me to 
ee: oh 1 1ecal thy ancient favours, and 
ew thy former mercy to a family which 
s been thine in a ſucceſſion of ages. 
Let me invoke thee now by a nearer 
opriety'; my covenant God, my Father, 
d my friend ! if by all thoſe tendernames | 
have ever. known thee, forget me not. 
thoſe ſacred engagements, O Lord, 1 
| „ * entreat 


} 
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entreat thy return, If all thy paſt fou 
were real, if all was waking bliſs, and not 
gay deluſion, O reſtore my heaven ag 
Life of my foul, light of my eyes, return 
come and bring all thy ſacred conſolations 
once again let me experience thoſe ho 
Joys that thy preſence imparts ; once agi 
et me hear thy voice, and once again 


bleſt with thy ſmiles, | 455 
Oh bear, and to my longing eyes 2» 
Reſtore thy wonted light * 7 j leq 
And ſudden y. or I ſhall ſleep * 
In everlaſting night. ne 


Bleſſed Saviour, in thee we beholdt 
face of God as a reconciled Father; 


doſt thou withdraw thyſelf? O how wif”? 
come will thy returns be? How like g 
breakings of immortal day will thy preſeg,; 
chear me? How dearly ſhall I prize f f 
happineſs ? How fearful ſhall I be of eve“ 
thing that would offend thee ? How joy, 
in the bleſſed diſcovery and poſſeſſion of! 
love ! I would whiſper my bliſs to the liſte 
ing ſtreams and proves, No 
| I'd grave thy paſſion on the bark, IF 


And every wounded tree 
Shou d droop, and bear ſome myſtic mark 
That JESUS d for me. 
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The ſwains ſhall wonder when they read 
Inſerib*d on all the grove | 
That heaven itfelf came down and bled 
To uin a mortal love. 


ot why do I flatter myſelf with theſe de. 
ful ſcenes? 1 find thee abſent (till; 1 
urn and complain as one unpityed : what 
life while thou art abſent? Oh! return 
d bljſs me with thy preſence, thou wt o 
oweſt my diſtreſs, and art acquainted with 
jlecret cares; thou who art the witneſs 
my midnight ſighs, and doſt hear when 
the dawning day I call thee 3 but ſtill thou 
wereſt not, and ſeemeſt deaf to my pray. 
I am, ?tis true a worthleſs wreteh ; 
t vile as Jam, thou haſt in thy immenſe 
mpaſſion brought me into covenant with 
'F . 


ly bekeved is mine, and I am his. 

Re is my ſun, thy” he refuſe to ſhine ; 
Tho? for a moment he depar t, 

ll +7 dwell! for ever on his heart, 

ft For ever he on mine. 


Nothing can break the ſacred union ; but 
this confidence I were undone ; but for 
s beam of hope I were loſt in eternal 
knels.. Why art thou diſguietes, O my 
and why art thoucaſt down within me ? 

27 1 Hops 


the light of his countenance. I ſhallyet a 


- Woxies of the world will be no more. 
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Hipe in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him 1, 


eome his return, I ſhall yet hear his void 
and meetthis favourable ſmiles. 1 
But why, O my God, this long ſuſpen 5 
Why do theſe intervals of night and da 
neſs abide vpon me, and torment my he 
fo long? Wilt thou deny abliſs ſo ealily gr 
ted? I alk not more than isJawful for me 
tality to wiſh. I aſk notthe viſions of ang 
here below, nor the beatitudes of perfect x 
ſpirits ; I aſk. but what thou haſt bid me ſe © 
and given me hopes to obtain; I aſk t 
facred fellowſhip, that ineffable communi 
with which thou favoureſt thy ſaints, 
Oh! let me hear thofe heavenly whiſpe 
that give them the foretaſtes of imme 
ures: let me be ſenſible of thoſe din 
approaches that kindle celeſtial ardour 
their ſouls : let me meet thoſe beams i nc 
darken all mortal beauty let me enjoy, B;;q 
this earthly diſtance, thoſe ſmiles that 
the bliſs of angels in heaven. Tho? us 
darkly, and afar off, yet let me feel their! rap 
fluence ; twill brighten the e of | 
it _ — =_ through its _—_ bu 
gild its rough and gloomy paths: ſon 
raiſe the flames of ſacred 2 will wake 
the divine principle within me, and ſet iy 
4 _ Flowing through all powers. Yn 


t the vanities. , and 
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while thou O my God, hideſt thy face, 1 
oe my ſun, 1 languiſh and die: yet to th 
oe; wilt lift up my eyes, to thee I will lift up 
py ſoul. 


a Come, Lord, ani never from me go: 
T his world's a darkſome place; 

10 pleaſure here below 
When thou diſl veil thy face. 


e771. Breathing after C O D, andweary 


ee of the world 


* 1 * m mean beauty of the ground 
That has allur d my eyes; 

pail 7 faint beneath a nobler whunt, 

Tn". Nor live below the ſkies. 


ir Y If words can reach the heights of love 
and gratitude, let me out the ſecret 
7: Firdour of my foul : O let it not offend thy 
T peatneſs, that duſt and vanity adores and - 
ves thee, If thou hadſt given me other 
\Feapacities, and formed any thing more ſuita- 
ble to my wiſhes, I might have found a 
Wower happineſs, and been content witly 
lomcthing below the infinite Deity ; but 
he ſcanty creation affords nothing to ſatis- 
ly me, and I follow thee by a divine inſtinct 
and mere neceſſity of nature. . 
My life is uſeleſs, 2 by being 8 — 
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cant without thee, my reaſon has no proper 


employment; love, the nobleſt paſiion of 


my foul, has no object to anſwer its dignity, 
I am reduced to abſqlute poverty; my na. 
ture is entirely ruined, I am loſt eternally 
loſt, undone, and abandoned to deſpair, if! 
am deprived of thee. There can be no re- 
paration made for an infinite Jofs ; nothing 
can be inſtead of God to my ſoul. 

I have willingly renounced all things elſe 
for thy lake : all the ſentiments of tendex. 
neſs and delight, that my ſoul ever feels for 
an earthly object, is mere indifference, com. 

ared to my love for -thee ; and it grows 
into hatred when that object ſtands as thy 
rival or competitor. This is the conquer: 
ing, the ſuperior flame that draws in and 
ſwallows up all the other ardours of my 
Nature, My engagements with all terreſt. 
rial things, are broken ; the names of father, 
of brother, or of friend, are no more: 
abſtracted from thee, theſe tender. titles give 
me neither confidence, nor joy, and are 
mere inſignificant names, but as thou doll 
give them an emphalis ; they are nothing 
at all without thee; and with thee, what 
finite good can be an addition ? 


Te ſoul can hold us more, for God is all; 
He only equals its 15 raſp,' 


He 6nly overfills to paces infini 
9 02 ils toſpaces infinię. Thou 
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Thou art my God, and I have enougn; 
my ſoul is ſatisfied, 1 am entirely at reſt. 
Divide the vain, the.periſhing creation to 
the miſerable wretches that aſk no other 
portion ; let them unenvyed poſſeſs the ho- 
nours,and riches,and pleaſures of the world; 
with a laviſh hand divide them away; theſe 
things are but as the duſt of the ballance to 
the happy ſoul that knows whar the light 
of thy countenance imports. After that 
there ean be no reliſh left for the low de- 
ights of mortality. a 
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Lift in the high enjoyments of thy lwe, 


ty What glorious martal could my envy more? 
— You ineffable delectations of divine love, 


ell Net me have no ſentiment of pleaſure left but 
ber, or you. My God revealing his glories and 
z , . . . 2 
e: een in Jeſus Chriſt bis Son, is ſuffici- 
vel ent for my eternal entertainment. 
al} What if all former ideas of vilible things 
oft vere wiped from my foul? What if I had 
ingo imagination, no memory, no traces left 
of any thing but the joys I have found in 
thy preſence,and the aſſurances of thy ever- 
Alling favour ? Thoſe are the only paſt mo- 
,Wments I recal with pleaſure ; and oh! let 
al the vaſt erernity before me be ſpent in 
heſe ſatisfactions. 
ou Vaniſh, ye terceſtrial ſcenes ! fly away, - 
K 2 ye 
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ye vain objects of ſenſe! I refign all thoſe : 
poor and limited faculties by which youare ip 9 
enjoyed; let me be inſenſible to all your Bl. ,; 


impreſſions, if thcy do not lead me ton 
God, Let chaos come again, and the far 
face of nature become an univerſal blank : 
let her glowing beautics all fade away, and 
thoſe wine characters ſhe wears be effaced, 
J fall yet be happy; the God cf nature, 
and the original of all beauty is my God. 
What if the ſun were extiaguilhed in the 
ſlries, and all the ethcrial lamps had burr 
out their golden flames, I ſhall dwell in 
light, and immortal day, for ray God will be 
ehcr wah me, When the groves [hall no 
more rent their verdure, nor the faclds 


l 
and valies bolt ary longer their Bowery , 
pride; when all thele loser heavens, ard 
inis carth are mingled in univerlal ruin, and , 


theſe matcrial jmapes of things are no more; 
] ſhall. ſve new regions of deaviy and plea» Nh 
ſure for ever opening themſelves in the di. 
vine eſſence with all their original glories. 0 

Bot oh! how various, how buundlelſs, how 


tranſporting will the proſpect be ? Oh! % 
when ſhall I bid adieu to phantoms and de. Ii 


Jufions, and converſe with eternal realities? vr 
When ſball I drink at the fountain head of II 
«({ntial life and bleſſedneſs? ; th 


| : « Owhat; 
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o what — But aſꝶ ot of the tongues of men, 
Fr augels cannot teil; —let it ſuffice, 


Thyſelf, my foul, ſhalt feel thy awn full joys, 
224 * faſt for — 8 


Oh! break my fetters for I muſt be gone. 
Bring my ſoul out of priſon; 1 am 
traitned 3 the whole creation is too nar- 
owfor me; I ſicken at this confinement, 
id groan and pant for liberty. How ſweet 
ire the thoughts of enlargement? My foul 
already on the wing, and practiſes imagio- 
ry flights: I ſeem to reach the heaven of 
heavens, where God himſelf reſides. It is 
pod for me to be here, 


But ah ! how ſoon do clouds of mortal ſenſe 
Ariſe, and veil the charming viſion ?— 


Alas! what do I here ia this waſte and 
dreadful wilderneſs ? This diſmal region, 
where our delights are vaniſhing and the 
7 glimpſes of future felicity we enjoy are 
b ſoen over-ſhaded and ſurrounded with 
real horrors? Alas! what do I here, waſt - 
ing that breath in ſighs and endleſs com- 
plaints, that was given me to bleſs and 
praiſe the infinite Creator? Alas! what do 
here, among ſtrangers and enemies, in 
this wild unholpitable place, far from my 
dome, and all the objects of my ſoliddelight? 


K 3 


g's 
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My wiſhes, hopes, my pleaſures, and my le, 
45 thoughts, and nobleſi paſſions are «brve, i 


What do I hear in the dominions of death 
and ſin, in the precincts and range of the. 
powers of darkneſs? Here they lay their * 
toils, and ſet their fatal ſnares; but, Lord, 
what part have they in me? I have bid de. d 
fiance to the powers of darkneſs in thy 
{treogth, and renounced my ſhare in the 
vinitiesof the world, I am a ſubject of a+ 
nother kingdom, and dare not enter into any 
terms of peace and amity with the irrecon. 
cilabie adverſaries of God and my / ſoul, Wau 
which inhabit theſe treacherous and finful89, 
regions. The friendſhip of this worldis en. 
mity with Cod. Death and deltruCtion are in 
its imiles; 1 ſtand on my guard, and am 
every moment in danger of ſurprize: oh! 
when will my deliverance come from on 
high? 


— — — — Wen, my ſoul, 

O when ſhall thy releaſe from cumb*rous fleſh 
Paſs the great ſtalꝙ keaven# W hat happy ſur 
Stall give thy thoughts a hofe to foar and irace 
The ele world ? 


What glorious ſcenes will open when 
Once this mortal — — falls, when theſe 
walls of c'ay ſhall tottor and ſink down in- 
to duſt? Ye waters of life, ye torrents of 
immortal pleaſure, how impetuouſly wil 
you 
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we, u then ro'] in upon me, and {well and fill 
e. all the capacities of joy in my nature? 
rery faculty (hall then be filled, and every 
ath ih ſhall end in unutterable fruition. Ven 
the wal into immortal light, I. hall be ſat ii 
dei with thy likene/i, T ele expreſsleſs de- 
xd, Wes will die into everlaſting raptures : hope 
de. Id languithing expectation will be no more z 
thy Wu preſent, complete, and unbounded, 
thefpisfactions will ſur round me. My God, 
f God bimſelf ſhall de my infinite, my 
ny Woutterable joy: all the avenues of plea-, 
vn. re ſhall be open before me, the ſcenes o 
ul, Peauty and proſpects of delight. Everlaſt. 
ful 725 ſhall be upon my lead, and ſorrou and 
ig. ſhall fly away for ever. 
There will' be no more intervals of grief 
id ſin; (in, that inſupportable evil, that 
orſt, that heavieſt burden: here the pain- 
and deadly prefſure lies; tis this that 
ungs as a weight on all my joys; but, 
thanks be to my God, I can ſay, I fiacerel 
lete(t and hate this vileſt of ſtavaries, this 
turſed bondage of corruption; I long for 
de glorious liberty of the ſons of God; I 
groan under this load of fleſh, this burden 
of mortality, this body of death. WERE 
But grant, O Lord, I may with patience 
en eontiade in well-doing, and at laſt obtain 
eſe {glory and immortality thro my Redeemer's 
n- righteouſneſs, Sauctſy me through thy word 
of Bf truth +; remember this requeſt of my 


vill glorious advocate. 5 
+ John xvii XXVIII. 
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* -, Thou knoweſt, O Lord, what qualiſie 
tions will fit me to behold thee ; thoukno st 
eſt in what 1 am defeCtive ; thou canſt pn 
pare my ſoul in an inſtant, to enter mt 

thy holy habitation : I breathe now, b 
the next moment may be death; let nc 
that fatal moment come before I am pre 
pared. The ſame creating voice that (aig 
Let there be light, and there was light, can 
the ſame manner purify and adorn my ſoy 
and make me fit for thy own preſence 
and my foul longs to be thus purified anWic 
adorned. O Lord, delay not, for eve 
moment's interval is a lols to me, and mi 
be a loſs unſpeakable and irrepairable. Th 
delay cannot be the leaſt advantage to thee 
thy power and thy clemency are as fullthi 
preſent inſtant, as they will be the nexth 
and my time as fleeting, and my wants 
preſling. | bat 
Remember, O eternal God, my leſt tin; 
is for ever loſt, and my waſted hours wi 
never return , my neglected opportuniti 
can never be recalled; to me they are gon 
for ever, and cannot be improved ; but thot 
canſt change my ſinful ſoul into holineſs b. 
à word, and ſet me now in the way io ever 

uſtiog improvement. | 

O let not the Sp.-i* of God reſtrain ita 
ſelf, but bleſs me according to the fulneſs o 
thy own being, according to the riches 3 
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hy grace in Chriſt Jeſus, — to thy 
nite unconceivable love manifeſted in 

bt glorious gift of thy belovedSon, where- 

WM the fulnels of the God-head was contain- 

d : 'tis through his merit and mediation I 

mbly wait for all the unbounded bleflings 

want or aſk for. 


IX. Gratitude for early and peculiar fa- 
; vg. 7 
E T me trace back thy mercy, O my 
God, from the firſt early dawn of life, 
nd bleſs thee for the privileges of my birth, 
at it was not in the lands of darkneſe, 
ere no ray of the goſpel had ever darted 
$light ; where the name of à Saviour ne- 
r had reached my ears, nor the tranſport- 
g tidings of redemption from eternal miſ- 
ry had ever bleſſed my ſoul. 
But how ſhall I expreſs my gratitude for 
Fat grace which ordained my lot in this 
imggppy . one of On you 8 Sahle, it 
as long ſince propheſied, f ee t 
3 truſt in thy name 2 has 2 
W 7 aphet, even the iſlands of the fea, and * 
node him to dwell in the tents of Shem, in the 
Wheritance of Abraham. I have my def- 
nt from the Gentiles, who were once 
rangers to the covenant of grace, aliens from 
e common wealth of Iſrael; but are now 


Foovght nigh by the blood of 2 5 


feed, nor ſuffered thy 


ſolute ad of goodneſs I ambrought intot! 


| £racious. | 


ment of thy mercy : how unfearchablet 


| Redeemer, haſt ranfomed me, at 1 
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N the great Peace · maker, hath brou ot 


th near to God, and to each other. e 

1 bleſs thee with all my powers for 
privilege of my deſcent from pious an 
tors ; that thou haſt been their dwelli 
lace from generation to generation, f:th 
aſt not taken thy loving kindneſs from Hd! 
faithfulneſs to fail, laſt] 

Thou haſt extended thy wercy to me ent 
laſt and leaſt of all my father's houſe, 
worthy to wipe the ect of the meaneſ} that 
the ſervants of my Lord, and yet by an 


family, and numbered with the children 
God. Even ſo it has ſeemed good in i 
fight, who art gracious to whom thou will 

I might have been a veſſel of wrath 
trophy to thy jnſtice, inſtead of a mon 


yy who uncontrolled and free! thc 
dia regard me in my low eftate, in me 
than my original guilt and miſery ; fe 
had improved the wretched ſtack, and bet 
a voluntary, as well as a natural ſlave tof 
and death. 

From this ignominious ſlavery, thou, u 


me into the glorious liberty of t 
ſons of God: I was a ſtranger, and thi 
diſt take we in; d, agd thou h 


] 


"clothe 


NX. te Heant, Tex 
lothed me with the ſpotleſs robes of thy + 


Jaaa teed me; thirſty, and thou didft give 
ne to ink of the fountain of life. 
u What am I, O Lord, and what is my: 
ethei's houſe, that thou haſt dealt thus gra- 
auſly with me, in entering into an cver- 
ting covenant, figned and ſealed, even 
ſenſibiy fealed to my foul by the witne ? of 
the Spirit? Lord, why me rather than many 
that were companions of my carly vatitties. 
and folly ? Whence were che motives drawu 
but from thy fovereign pleaſure ? How ma- 
ny are paſſed by, that could have done thee 
| more ſervice. and returned a warmer ac- 
vill 1 to thy diſtinguiſhing doun - 
1599 | 
all Ye ſpirits of juſt mes made perfect, ye 
aon tano med nations, ttiamphant above, in- 


lei ftruft me ja the art of celeſtial eoqgegpre: 


ten me in what trains of ſaered ha 
you expreſs your gratitude for this glorious 
wedemption}- white in exalted t. prures you 
Sling to him that loveth and waſhed you in bis 
7 blood, and matt You kings and. prieſts to 


| XX. Piri after ine uiſtm of © Q D mn 
j/ ” "Raven. | 


Je no no atone 


* 
# 


own righteouſneſs 3 I was hungry, and thou | 


| breaſt ; from this riſcs my preſent imnati- 


ſome refreſhing ſtream? Would not the 
tive ſo 


welt, my home 
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tionthat made this bold. but pious requeſt; 
which I repeat on different terms : ſine” 
none can fee thy face and ſive, let me die x off 
zehold ir. This is the only requeſt 1 han“ 
to make, and this will L ſcek after, that 
may behoid the beauty of the Lord: not q; 
1 have ſeen it in thy janttwiry b{Lw ; out 
in fall perfection and iptendor, as thou art 
ſeen by ſeraphs and cherubs by angels, and 
archangels, and the {pivits of juſt men made 
perfe g. | 
O my God, forgive my importunity : th 
haſt commanded me to love thee with all 
my heart, my ſoul, my ſtrength, and halt ty 
thy Spirit kindled the ſacred flame in my >< 


ence ; from hence the ardour of my detiralſif . 
ſpring. Cag 1 love thee, and be ſatisfied at U 
this diſtance from thee? Can I lore thee, I: 
and not long to behind thee in perfect & 
cellence, and beauty? Is it a crime to pret 
forward, the end for which I was created? c 
All my wiſhes and my hopes of bappinetz 
terminate in thee. 1 

Does not the thirſty traveller pine for 8. 


weary be at reſt, or the wretched captive be 
tree? gas Hall not my thitſty, weary, cap. 
vl long for refreſhment, liberty, and 

reſt? Jam but a ſtranger, a pilgrim here, 
amd have no er mis is Hot my 
d yet if thow halt apy 

| employ mer 


-S 
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- Kenployment for me, though the meaneſt 
office io thy family. I will aot repine at my - 


AV. 
. O Lord, thou haſt no need of ſuon 
Kvorthlels ſervice as I can pay thee ; thy 
duegels are fpirits, thy miniſters flames © 
„ae; thouſands of thouſands ſtand before 
Mihee,-and ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
Inigiſter vnto thee ; they attend thy orders, 
md fly at thy command, O deliver me from 
this burden cf mortality, and I will ſerve 
thee with a zeal as pure and active as theirs. 
1 can ſpeak of thy loving kindneſs to the 
chi'dren of men in a very imperfe&t man- 
ner; but then I will join with the celeſtial 
quire, in praiſing thee, andrchearſe to liſten- 
| aff ing angels wh. t thou haft done for my ſou?. 
Here 1 have a thouſand interruptions fioin 
the delightful work, a thouſand cold and 
darkſome intervals, when my heart and 
12 tongue are both untuned, a thouſand geceſ- 
ef ory diſtractions that riſe from the miſeries 
Jof mortality; but when theſe intervals of 
grief and lin ſhall ceaſe, my ſoul ſhall dweil 
hel at caſe, and be for ever glad, and rejoice in 
del fy ſalvation, 


f XXI. A ſurrender ef tle ſoul to G O Be. 


YOmmand me what thou wilt, O Lord, 
give me but ſtrength to obey thee 2 be 


thy terms never ſo ſevere, O let us. never | 


L 2 part. 
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part. 1 reſign my will, my liberty, my. 
choice to thee; 1 ſtand Giveſted of the 2A 
world, and aſk only thy love. as my inheri. YE? 
tee! Give or deny me what thou wilt, I ="). 
lax allthe cueumſtances of my future time 
in thy hands : let the Lord guide me con- 
tinuaily : here I 2m,do with me what ſeem- l 
«th gaod in thy light, only do nat ſay, Thou 4 
ali xe pleaſure in me, \ 
0 Lat me got live to diſhonour thee, to 
ing a reproach on thy name, to prophane 
the Fond of the Son — God, and rere the 10 
Spirit of ace. O take not thy loving 
kindneſs from me. nor ſoſfer thy faithfulneh * 
10 fol. Thou baſt ſwarn by thy halineſs, I 
and thou wilt not lie to the ſeed of thy ſer. NE? 
wants ; thou haſt ſworn that the generation 
of the yightcous ſhall be blefſag + vellme with 
this character. O -my God, ang fulfil this 
promiſe to a worthleſs creature. 


| XXXII. Truſt ond reliance au tle divine 
promy/es. 


Let not my impartunity offend thee, 

for tis the importunity of faith; tis 
my ſfedfaſt belief in thy word that makes 
me perſiſt: thy word and thy oath, e $wp 
tmmutable thing in auich it 15 impoſſible for 
God to lie, give we ſtrong conſolation. 

'Tis this that makes me preſs forward to 
thy throne, and with confidence lay * 


"0.0 000 ile HEART. 2 


Ie grength, thy wiſdom, and thy faithful: 
dels, on thy goodnels and tender compalli- 
on; thoſe glorious attiibutes for which /he 
children of men put t] eir truſt under the ſhadow 
if thy wings, lis thy glory to be the con- 
ſidence of the ends. ot the earth, and it was 
og lince predicted, That in iy name tle 
bentHes ſhould tx l. 


Kind grardian &f the world, cur Feaventy aid, 
ſo whom the vows of all mankind are paid, — 


We pay thee the higheſt homage, and exalt 
my infinite attributes by faith and confi- 
cence in thee. | | | 
I know that thor art, and believe thee a 
þ uarder of them that diligently ſeek thee. I 
will never quit my hold of thy promiles ; 
there 1 fix my hopes : 1 will not let a title 
o, nor part with amite of the glorious trea- 
ure. 1 humbly hope I have a rightful claim; 
hou art my God, and the God of my reli- 
tious anceltors, the God of my mother, the 
od of my pivus father: dying and breath- 
ng out his ſoul, he gave me to thy care, he 
ut me into thy gracious arms, and deliver- 
's Ame up to thy protection. He told me 
L f 
„ Pou wouldlt never leave nor forſake me ; 
erriumphed in thy long experienced faith- 
o nels and truth, and gave his teſtimony 
vr thee with his lateſtbreath. - 2 
Aud now, O Lord God of my Fathers, 
| L 3 | whole 
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whoſe mercy has deſcended from age tg 
age, whole truth has remainedunblemithed, 
and inviolable, and whoſe love remains with- 
out decay, O Lord, the faithful God and 
the true, keeping covenant and mercy to: 


thouſand generations, let me find that pro- e 


tection and bleſſing that the prayers of my 
dying father engaged for me: now, in the 
time of my diſtreſs, be a preſent help ; and 
if thou wilt this once deliver me, thou alone 
ſhalt be my future truſt, my counſellor, and 
hope; to thee 1 will GY apply 
myſelf, and look on the whole force of 
created nature as inſigniticant. To thee ! 
will devote all the bleſſings thou ſhalt give 
me, my time, my life, my whale of this 
world's gcods ; whatever ſhare thou hal 
graciouſly allot me, ſnall ſurely be the Lord's, 
Ob! hearken to the vows of my diltrels 

and for thy own bonour deliver me fron 
this perplexity which thou knoweſt, and re. 
veal to me the abundance of mercy anc 
truth. | 

Ius my dependance on thy promiſe and 
fidelity that brought me into this exigencez 
I ſtagge red not at thy promiſes through un- 
belief, but boldly veptured on the credit of 
thy ward : I took it for my ſecurity, and 
can the firength of 1frael 2 Can 
thou break thy covenant, and alter the thing 
that is gone out of thy mouth. 
© God of Abraham, God of Iſuac, and 


XXX1HW 


(06 
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e to iced Jacbb, this is thy name for ever, and 
1ed, Wis is thy memorial to all generations ; the 
ith · Nod before whom my fathers walked, the 
andi ood that fed me all my life long till now, 
o ind the angel that redeemed me from all 
ro- evil, bleſs me. Let the God of Jacob be 
ny help, let the Almighty bleſs me; let the 
dle lings of my father p,evail abwe the 
bleſſgg of his progenitors to the utmoſt bounds 
ef the * hills. EN 
Bleſs me according to thy own greatneſs, 
plyMiccording to the unſearchatle riches of thy 
prace in Chriſt Jeſus; he is the ſpring of all 
my hope, in whom all the promiſes of God 
ire yea and amen: he is the true and faith- 
bisfol witneſs, and bas by his death ſealed the 
nalkWdivine veracity, and is become ſurety for 
d's.Mihe honour and faithfulneſs of the M 
High God. To this alſo the holy Ghaſt, 
mf the Spirit of truth, beareth witneſs. 
re- Oh! great Jchovab, Father, Son and ho- 
nd ly Ghoſt, the Lord God Omnipatent, hear 
and grant my requeſt, for the glory ef thy 
od mighty name, that name which ſaints and 
ez angels bleſs and love: let thy perfection 
n- be manifeſt to the children of men; let 
of them ſay there is a Cod that judgeth in the 
od earth ; let them confeſs thou doſt keep thy 
nt covenant with the feed of thy ſorvants, that 
ng 'by righteouſneſs is from age to age, and 
thy ſalvation ſhall naver be #boliſhed ; let 
them ſee and acknowlege, that in the _ 
* — 
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of the Lord is ſtrong confilence, and hi 
children have a place of refuge, 
4 1 . 


Unſhaken as the ſacred bill, 
And firm as mountains be ; 
Firm as a rock the ſoul ſhall reſt 
That leans, O Lor.!, on thee, 


| Memorandum. a 

This act of faith in- God was fully an 

wered, and I leave my teſtimony, that t/ 

name of the Lord is a ſtring tower, and 
kmweth them that put their tra? in him. 


xXEIII. Application to the divine truth. Ns 


Owever intricate and hopeleſs my 
preſent diſtreſs may be to human Th 
views, why ſhould I limit the Almighty ? Or 
why ſhould the holy One of 1ſrael limit” 
himſelf? Nature and neceflity are thine ; 
thou ſpeakeſt the word, and it come to paſs ſp 
no obſtacle can oppoſe the Omnipotence in 
of thy will, nor make thy deſigus iaef- 
fectual. n . | e230 
Is thy hand at all ſhortened ſince the glo- Br, 
rious period when thy mighty power and 
thy ſtretched arm formed the heavens and 
earth; when theſe ſpacious ſkies were 
ſpread at thy command, and this heavy 
glove fixed on its airy pillars,” 
de 


; XIII. ; F the Hax. >þ 
tix rono formdations rf the earth 2 
Cf old by thee were laid; . 
hg, hands the beautcous arch of keaveys 

A ith word"rous ſkill have made. 


And theſe ſhall wax ali as agarment, a: 4 
lure ſhalt thou change them, and they ſal 
changed; but ſhoulgeſt thou, like theſe, 
y, where were the hopes of them that 
ide in thee? If in all generations thy 
ections were nat the ſame, what ſonſo- 
, Woo could the race of men drow from the 
jept records of thy wonderful wor ks > 
| Ware we V 2 —＋ the fea, 
nate a path for ty prope thro the wigity 
ers; that thay Ga raw breed from 
my end difelve the fliaty rack in chryſ- 
als to give thy choſen nation drigk + ; 
0:0 gu wt be that giftinguiſhed Nach in 
uniyerſal geluge, and preſerved ide floats 
ark amidlt winds, and rains, and um. 
6 S hillowVs. 3 5 15 | 
'E' T ws thy protecting care that ed Abra- 
ef. F from. his kindred ang bis native caunn 
| = brought him ſafely ta the promil+ 


+ 4 4 e 
Thau didſt accompany Jaca io his jaur - 

* to Paaan- ar aus, — him bread to 
„and raiment to put an, ti greatly ia - 
1 ben ſubſtanee, he returned ta his fa- 
Jes quſc ; he wreſtled for 2 bleſGpg, be 

ed wich the Almighty, an prevailed. . 


ail 
| þ 
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With Joſeph thou wenteſt down int» £ 5y 


gvpt, and digſt deliver him out of all bis 
verWircs, till he forgot his ſorrows, and I 
toil of his father's houſee. | 4 

Thou didſt remember thy people in 4 


Egyptian bondage. and look with piwin 
eyes on their, afflition; and after fo 
hundred and thirty years, on the very d. 
thou didſt promiſew, didit releaſe and bri 
them out with triumph and miracles. 'T 
preſence went with therg in a pillar of 
cloud by day, and a rote lng fire by nigh 
thy conquering” hand drove out great a 
potent nations, and give them an ent 
poſſeſſion of the land promiſed to their 
thers ; nor didſt thou fail in the leaſt cireu 
g all the good things thou hadit pt 
miſed. 1 - 254 Bs. 0 

MW hat a cloud of witneſſes ſtand on 
eord ? Joſhua and Gideon, Jeptha and 8 
ſoo, who-thro” faith obtained promiſes. 

Thou didfl cqmmand the ravens tof 
thy holy prophet; and at the word of 
prophet didit ſuſtain the widow's fam 
with a handful of meal. 5 
Thou didſt walk with the three Bebre 

in the fiery furnace: thou waſt preſent u. 
Daniel in the lions den to deliver him t 
caule he truſted in thee. | 

In what inſtance has the praycr of fa 
been rejected? Where were the righte%W 
ever forſaken ? wha can charge God, . 
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wt char git g him fooliſhly ? Whet injuſtice 
been found in the Judge of ell the earth? 

is eloricus titles have ſtood unlle miſbe d 
2m generation to generation; nor Can 

y of bis perfeftions decay, or rol ing 
ats make a charge on the Ancient of days. 
Arie not his words clear and orſticoct, 
tout a double meaning.,%or the leaſt de- 
u? Are they not ſuch as may jultly fe- 
re my confiderce ? Such as would fatisfy 
je from the mouth of man, unconſtaut 
ar, whoſe breath is in his noft(i}s, and his. 
ndation is the duſt, ur ſtuble as water, 
d fleeting as a ſhadow? And can If 
ly vſſent to the words of the moſt High? 
hal} 1 trvſ@ impotent man, that has neither 
dom nor might to accompliſh his do- 
zus, that cannot call the next breath or 
tion. Lis own, nor promiſe himſelf a mo- 
gent in all futurity ? Can I reft on these 
eble props, and yet tremble and deſpopd 
hen 1 have the veracity of the eternal Cod 

d ſecure and ſupport me? 

| know he will not break his covenant, 
vr ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail: I dare 
teſt it in the face of earth and hell, I dare 
Re my all for time and eternity on this 
brious truth, a truth which hell canner 
emi(h, nor all its malice contradict, 
Exert youglelves, ye powers of darkneſs, 
ing in your evidence, collect your inſtan- 
7 es, begin from the firlt generations ſince the 
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Deum Rx t RCI MXN! 


134 


world was peopled, and men began to 
on the name of the Lord, when did th} : 


10 


call in ? When did the holy One 
Ire fall the expettation of the hum 
and contrite fpi.it? Point out in your bly 
elt characters the diſmal period, when 
name of the Lord was no more a refuge 
them that truſted in him? Let the annats 
hell be produced, let them mark the dre 
ful day, and diltinguiih it with eternal t 
umphs. 
vain you fearch ; for neither heave 
earth, nor hell have ever been witn 
to the leaſt deviation from truth or juſti 
the Alinighty ſhines with unblemihed g 
ry, to the Confulion ot hell, and the conk 
ation of thoſe that put their truft in him, ſou 
On thy eternal truth and honour I entig n 
by caſt my wh if am deceived, I am d 
ceived ; angels and archangels are deluc 
$00 ; they, e me, have no ndum 
beyond the divine vt racity for their bleſſe 
nels and immortality: they ' hang all th 
on his gootneſs — immuteadilit 
« if that fails, thy ceiettjal paradiſe vaniſh: 
and all its glories are extinét; the gol 
patacas fk, and the teraphic throes 
totter 3nd fall. Where are your eros 
ye ſpirits cect? Where are your ſongs 
trigmpirs, it the trath of Ood c 
Hail? A mere poſbb — 2 — would dt 
he felds of h ghd, and turn the voice of nf 


body into orlef anck lamentation. WI 


m. 


WEYLAALV. of the gant. 115. 


| What pangs would tale, even through 
thif al the regions of blefſedneſs, what d ſlidence 
ie and frar would (hake the heart of every in- 
ml habitat, what 712 (urpr ze them all, 
lac could the word of the moſt High God be 
n if cancelled? The pillars of beaven might 
ge | then tremble, and the cverliſtivg mountains: 
asf bow, the celeſtial foundation might be 
rell moved from their place, and that nobleſt 
Ar ucture of the hands of Cod be chaos, and 

eternal emptinels. | 
ard But for ever juſl and true are ily ways, 
En king of ſaints ; bleſſed are all thry that 
Vie pi their tr in thee ; for thou art a certain 
{plfrefuge in the day of diſtreſs, and under the 
mi ſhadow of thy wings I will rejuice. My: 
im ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in the L d, andtri- 


ntiſ mph in bis ſalvation: 1 called mn him in π]] 
n l, and he has delivered me from. all. ny» 
lud /c. — Halelujali. 3 
dun o 

ele Lere Idiſmiſi my carnal $9 

th My fond d >> Magic wY | 

ilit Ipibe my mirtal intereſt up, 

iſhe And make my Cid my All. 

6) 


XXIV. c tn COD for ſalvat ion by 
' JESUS, and bis bloud. ; 4 


die, and take ſh.me and confuſion to 
wy: olf, Laſctibe my la vation to we free 
| pj aud 


0] 
d c E T me give glory to God before I 
* 
f 


136 Devout Extxcists XXXIv. 


and abſolute goodneſs of God, Not by 
the ſtrength of reaſon, or any natural inclin- 


ation to virtue, but bythe grace f God I am 


what Tam, O my Redecmer; be the vic. 


- tory, be the glory thine. I expect etern:|: 


life and happineſs from thee, not as a debt, 
but a free gift, a fromiſed act of bounty. 
How poor would my expectations be, if 1 
only looked to be rewarded according to 
thoſe works which my on varity, or the 
partiality of others, have called goad, and 
which if examined by. thy divine purity, 
would prove but ſpecious fins? As facl: 1 


renounce them; pardon. them, gracious- 


Lord, and I aſ no more; nor can I hope 
for that, but-thro* the fatisfattion which 
hath been made to divine juſtice for the ſins 
of the world. 

O Jeſus, my Saviour, what harmony 
dwells in thy name! celettial joy, immor- 
tal life is in the ſound. . 


Sweet name in thy each ſyllable” 

A thouſand bleſi'd Arabias dell; 

' | Mountains of myrrh, and beds > ſpices, . 
And ten thoriſand paradijer, 


Let angels ſet this name to their golden 
harps, ler the redeemed of the Lord for e- 


ver magnify it. ; 
O my propitious Savicvr, where were 


my hopes but for thee ? How deſperate, 
| how 


WY ef 0” UW Wo; Gwen ww aeWwsc. 
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how undone were my cireumſt inces? I look 
on myſeif, in every view [ can take, with 
horror and contempt. I was born in a 


ſtate of miſery and fin, and in my belt eltate 


am altogether vanity. With the utmott 
advantages I can bolt, I ſhrink back, I 
tremble to appear before unblemiſhed ma- 
jeſty. O thou in whoſe name the Gentiles 
truſt, de my refuge in that awful hour. To 
thee I come, my only confidence and hope. 
Let the blood of ſp inkling, let the ſeal of 
the covenant be on me. Cleanſe me from 
my original flain, and my contracted impu- 
rity, and adorn me with the robes of thy 
righteouſneſs, by which alone I expect to 


ſtand juſtified before infinite juſtice and pu- 


rity. 

O enter not into judgment with me, for 
the beſt actions of life cannot bear thy ſeru- 
tiay; ſome ſeeret blemiſh has ſtained all my 
glory. My devotion to God has been 
mingled with levity and irreverence; my 
charity to man with pride and oſtentation: 
ſome latent defect has attended my belt ac. 
tions, and thoſe very things which perhaps 
have been highly eſteemed by men, have 
deſerved contempt in theſight of God, 


« When I ſurvey the wona'rous Croſs 
% On which the prince of glory dy'd, 
« My richeſt gain I count my 5 

« And pour contempt on all my pride. 
„ « Hrbid 
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F F,rbid it, I-14, th at find traff, # 

« Save in Hecrfi of Cliiſiny Cd + 
« Altle voin Hing that cluim mien, Im 

« T1/acrijce them to tly blucd. m 

* ; m 

All zo. 1725. th 


XXXV. Areviteu f Amine mercy ard tt 
fail fulneſe Gi 


Am now ſetting to my ſeal that God is m 
true, and leaving this as my laſt teſtimony Þ (rj 

to the divine veracity, I can from numer- 
ous experiences allert his faithfulneſs, and Ine 
witneſs to the certainty of his promises. In 
The wird of the Lord is tryed, and he is a lig 
buckler to all thoſe that prit their trif} in im. Im 
O come, all you that fear ie Lord, end Ihr 
will tell you what he has dene for my ſel; II M 
will aſcribe rig tenneſs to ny Maker, and I ba 
leave my record for a people yet unborn 1% 
that the generation to come may rife up %. 

and praiſe him. 

1r,to whatever diſtreſs his wiſe providence || ,; 
has brought me, I have called on the Lord, ot 
and he heard me, and delivered me from al! 
my fears ; I truſted in God, and he ſeved in 
me Oh! let my experience ſtand a wit- I ;; 

nefs to.them that hope in his mercy ; let it 
be to the Lord for a praiſe and a glory. 5 
I know not. where to begin the reci'al +7 
of thy numerotsfavours. Thou haſt hid 
mie in the ſecret of ity pavilion, for = 
; ab os pride 


Thou haſt been a guide and a father to me. 
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pride of man, and from the ſtrife of tongues 
when by a thouſand follies I have merited. 
reproach : thou halt graciouſly protected 
me, when the vanity of my friends, or the 
malice of my enemies might have (ſtained 
my reputation : thou haſt covered me with 
thy feathers, and under thy wage have I 
truſted : thy truth has been my ſhield and 
my buckler ; to thee I owe the bleſliag of 
2 clear and unblemiſhed name, and not to 
my own conduct, nor the partiality of my 
friends. + Glory beto thee, O Lord. 
Thou haſt led me through a thouſand laby- _ 
riaths, and enlightened my darkneſs : When 
ſhades and perplexity ſurrounded m2, my 
light has broke forth out of obſcurity, and 
my darkneſs been turned into noon-day. 


When I knew not where to aſk advice, thou 
haſt given me unerring counſel : The ſecret 
of the Lard has been with me, and he has 
ſhewn me his covenant. 
In how many ſeen and unſeen dangers 
halt thou delivered me? How narrow my 
gratitude ? How wide thy mercy ? How in- 
numerable are thy thoughts of love? How 
infinite the inſtances of thy goodneſs? How 
bigh above the ways and thoughts of men ? 
ow often haſt thou ſupplyed my wants, 
and by thy bounty confounded my unbelief? 
Thy benefits have ſurprized and juſtly xe- 
proached my difidence ; my faith has often 
| Wy. failed 


740 
Failed, but thy goodneſs has never failed, 
The world and all its flatteries bave failed, 


my own heait and hopes have failed, but 


thy mercy endures for ever, thy faithful. 
neſs has never failed. 

The ftrenoth ct Ifracl has never deceived 
me, nor made me alhamed of my confi- 
dence. Thou halt never been as a deceit- 
fu! brook, or as waters that fail to my ſoul, 

In loving kinencls, in truth, and in very 


faithfulneſs, thou hiſt affficted me: obi 
how unwillmgly haft thou ſeemed to grieve Þ 


me? With how much inculgence has the 
puniſhment been mixed? Love has appear. 
ed through the diſguiſe of every frown } 


its beams have glimmered thro” the darkeſt þ 


night; by every affſiction thou haſt been 


{til} drawing me nearer to thyſelf, and re-. 


moving my carnal props, that 1 may lean 
with rnore affurance on the eternal rock. 
Thy love f. s been my leading glory from 
the firſt intricate ſteps of life: the firſt un- 
defigning paths I trode were marked and 
guarded by the vigilance of thy love; oh 
* whither cle had my fin and folly led me: 

- Howoſften have I tryed and experienced 
_ thy clemency, and found an immediate anl- 
wer to my prayers? Thou haſt often literal- 
ly fulfilled thy word; J have a freſh inſlence 
of thy faithfulneſs again; thou haſt mace 
me triumph in thy goodneſs, and given 4 
nc teſtimony io the veracity of thy pro. 
wiſcs. : And, 
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And after all, what ingratitude, what in- 
enlibility regions in my heart? Oh! can- 


rel it by the blood of the covenant : root 
Tut this monſtrous infidelity that ſtill re- 


urns after the fulleſt evidence of thy truth. 
Thou haſt graciouſly condeſcended to anſ- 
yer me in thy own time and way, and yct 

am again doubting thy faithfulneſs and 
are. Lord, pity me, I believe, O help myun- 
elif. Go oi to ſuccour, go on to pardon, 
nd at laſt conquer my difidence. Let me 
dope againſt hope, and in the greateſt per- 
plexity give glory to God by delieving what 


Iny own experience has fo often found 


bat the Strength of Iſrael acill not lie, nur 
is he as man that he ſhould repent. 

While I have memory and thought let his 
poodacſs dwell on my ſoul. Let me not 
5 the depth of my diſtreſs, the anguiſh 
and importunity of my vows : when every 
human help failed, and all was darkneſs 
and perplexity, then God*was all my ſtay. 
Then I knew no name but his, and he a- 


one knew my ſoul io adyerſity. Bleis the 


Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his be- 
nc fits. 


Long as I live I bleſs thy name, 
« My King, and God of love : 

« My work and joy ſhall be the ſame 
« in the 177975 worlds abot e. 


I have 
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1 have yet a thouſand, and ten thouſand 
deliverances to recount, ten thouſand ur 
alked for mercies to recal ; no moment o 

my life has been deſtitute of thy care; n 
accident has found me unguarded by thy 7 
watchful eye, or neglected by thy prov! 
dence. Thou haſt been often found un 
ſought by my uogratcful heart, and thy f 
vours have ſurprized me with great and un 
expected advantages; thou halt compelleſ . 
me to receive the bleſſings my foolith hu 
mour deſpiſed, aud my corrupt will wou. 
fain have rejected, Thou halt ſtopped thi ö 
ears to the deſires which would have ruineff n 


and undone me, when I might juſtly hay 8 
been left to my own choice for the punilh C 0 


ment of my many ſins and follies. Ho 
reat my guilt! how infinite thy mercy! : 
Hitherto God has helped, and here | ff! 
up a memorial to that goodneſs which ha 
never abandoned me to the malice and (tr; - 
ragems of my infernal foes, nor left me 


prey to human craft or violence. Theglc . 
ry of his providence has often ſurprized m C 


when groping in thick darkneſs, With 
potent voice he has ſaid, Let there be lig. , 
and there was light. He has made his good 
nels pals before me, and loucly proclaime 
his name, the Lord, the Lord Cad mer cif! an 
gracious, To him be glory for ever. 
men. | 111 "af 
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XXVI. ef the Hranrm. 142 
XXVI. Some daily experiences le gra. 
cinms methods of divine providence ty nit the 
a le? and mt muri y Full the ſervants 
tiny Lord. | 


* FIR3T WEEK f. 
fa. , A 
unL Very day's experience reproaches my 


ee, unbelicf, and brings me ſome new e- 
bude nce of thy faithfulneſs. Thou haſt dil- 
aul$*!!cd my fears, and, to the confulion of 
ty ſpiritual foes, thou haſt heard the voice 
en wy diltreſs. But a few hours ago, I was 
124Þembling and doubting, if thou waſt indeed 
ijk God hearing prayer; and now I have a 
reſh inſtance of thy goodneſs, which with 
1 grateful heart I here record: may the 
i ($enſe of thy benefits dwell for ever on my 


bau. 1 At 


e | Thy mercies are new every morning. - 
ol ain thou haſt given me an inſt#nce of thy 
ruth ; I truſted in Cod, and he has de ivered 
the; I will eve the Lord, becauſe he has 
1t ard the voice of my ſupplication ; therefore 
> all call on kim as long as 1 ive. 

I a u. 
4 


+ Note. The diviſion of theſe meditations 
into ſevens by the picus writer, ſeems tell us, 
that theſe were the devout thoughts of fix 
veel, of ber life, | 
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III. 
As fr Cd, his way is perfect; the u bf 
of the Lord is tryel; he is a bucher th 6 ng 
that put their truſt in him. He has punt 
ally kultilled the word on which I relied 381 
bleſs the Lord, O my ful, | 
IV. 
Thy bounty follows me with an unwes 
ed courſe; language is too faint to expreF 
ty praiſe; no eloquence can reacn t 177 
ſubject. My heart, is warm with the pio], 
refleFion; I look upwards, and ſileni 
breathe out the unutterable gratitude th 
melts and rejoices my ſoul : I ſtaggered : 
thy promile through unbelief and yet th 
haſt graci»uſly performed thy words. [ 
we ſometimes doubt or faulter in our fait 


yet he,abideth faithful who has promiſed. 5 


72 


me 


ko 


py 
7 


f 5 0 
with the morning-light my health and, 
peace are renewed :; the chearing influence nc 
of the ſun, and the ſweeter beams of the 
divine favour ſhine on my tabernacle. Jy; 
Lord, wi me? Why am 1 a ranſomeq,, 
pardoned inner ?—Why am I rejoicing a, 
mong the inſtances of ſovereign grace an 
ualimited clemency ? pts ; 
. VI. | Th 
' T boaſted in thy truth, and «thou haſt not 
made me aſhamed : my infernal. foes arch; 
confounded, while my faith is crowned wit 


nn, K ye 
| Oh: 


4 


VI. of the Heart. 
0þ ! who hath taſted of thy lemetcy, 


145 


\, Br greater meaſure and more t than I? 
act 1 * : 
. VII. _ 1 


Is the weckbegun, ſo it ends with a ſeries 
mercy - languzge and numbers feil 10 
kon thy favours, but this ſhall be my e- L 
employment. 


Ven nature fails, and duy and night 
Divide tl y works n more, 

'Y My ever thankful foul, © Lord, 
m 77 garde ſball adore. 1 


SECOND WEEK. 


Pave ſeen the goings f mv Cod my King in 
tis ſanctnary; but O, bow tranſient the 
my fins turned back thy clemency, 
yet 1 can celebrate the wonders of for- 
0 racc. 4 
88 | —Y — 
What do T owe thee, O thou great Pre- 
Per of men, for caſy and peace ful fleep;, 
"F nights unmole ſted with pain and anxiety, . 


ou round my bed a guard dſt keep,” 
10 Thing 7 are open rwhile I. leer. : 
areFxot a moment flides in which Jam un- 
e thy gracious protedlion 

nl * | | 


III 


— 
7 
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III. and 

Thanks be to God, who has given nfl}ea; 
the victory thro” the Lord Jeſus Chr 
Thou haſt delivered me from the ſnare 
the fowler, and craft and malice of hell, a; 
kept me back from ſinning againſt thee , 
thine the victory and praiſe, Hallelujah, 

N . IV y * 


O Lord God of 1/rael, happy is the mi 
that putteth his truft in thee. I left my b 
T1en at thy feet, and thou haſt ſuſtained mt 
my cares are ditlipated, my delires anſwe 
ed. 0 who is a God like unto thee, near un 
all that call on thee ? 


Thy ſtrength is manifeſt in weakneſ 
Not unto me, O Lord, but to thee be all! 
gory. 


For ever thy dear charming name 


Sal duell upon my tongue, f 
Ani FESUS and ſalvatin be }Ulive 
De theme of every ſung. pe / 

: to 


This ſhall be my employment thro' Aan 
eternal duration ; tis that alone can med a 
fare my gratitude. The Lord Jehovah I fai 
my (trength and ſalvation, he ailo ſhall! 
my ſong. | LE 

Every day's experience confirms mur 


Faith, and brings a freſh evidence of uta 
goodneſs. Thou haſt diſpelkd my fear ci. 
2 


— 
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and, to the confuſion of my Ipuitual focs, 

n nflþearkened to the voice of my duties. 

br VII 

re 1 will love che Lord, who has heard my 

„aſapplications. ] made my boaſt in his faith - 
15H aud he has anſwered all my expects. 


ch. Iuon. 
THIRD WEEK. 
I. 
Y laſt exigence will be the cloſing part 
me of life. Oh! remember mc then, 


my God. Thou who halt led me bitherto, 
ſorſake me not at laſt. Be my ſitrengtn 
when nature fails, and the flame of lite 
is juſt expiring ; let thy ſmiles chear tha 
eſs oomy hour: Oh! then let thy g-ntie 
U iFvovice whiſper peace and inctiable Coaulati- » 
0ato my ſoul, 
II, 


In {ix andyin ſeven troubles thou haſt de- 
livered me, and Leen a cyvert from the tent. 
peſt. a hiding -place from the winds : hicher- 

„Iro God has helped, and I bave dweltfecur?'; 
o and here I leave a memorial to thy praiſe, 
meg a witneſs aguinſt all my futuce dilti uit of ty. 
ah Ffuithfulneſy and truth, F 
all | 1 III. 

Everyday of m/ life encreaſes the ſum 
of thy mercics : the tifing and the ſetdug 

i un, Wits comſtant revolution, can witnels - 
the renewal of thy favours ; thou walt gra- 
ci>vfly preſent in an immiaent danger; by 
and | N 8 thee< 
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wee my bones have been kept entire, and 


thou haſt not ſuffered me to daſh my foot 
againſt a (fone. * 5 


Bleſs the Lord, 0 my ſoul and all that ii 
within me, bleſs his holy name. Ne the Lord 
O my foul, and forget not all his benefits; 
who healthy diſeaſes, and pardons all thy ſin 
O thou the great Phyſician of > | body, as 
well as of my diſtempered foul, thou haſt 
reſtored and ſaved me from death and hell 
Bleſſed Jeſus, thou haſt (alen my infirmities, 
and born my ſickneſs : the « haſtiſment of my 
peace was on thee, and Ly thy. ſtripes 1. 
tealed. i 


T ſubſcribe to thy truth, O Lord; I at- 
teſt it in contradiction to infernal malice, to 
all the helliſh ſuggeſtions that would tempt 
my heart to diffidence and unbelief, even a 
gainſt repeated experience, againſt che full 
eft evidence of the divine veracity. 

VL 

Oh! thou, who never ſlumbereſt no 
Neepeſt, this night. thy watchfyl care has 
kept me from a threatening danger; th 
eyes were open, while I was ſleeping ſecure 
deneath the covert — ny wings. 

Another, and a ge deliverance ha 
eroVned the day: I have found thy grace 
luflicient in an hour of temptation, th) 


bd 


3 2,009 &n 


»v2I0Ag5=n > 


ſtrengti 


c_— 
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and} ftrerigth has been manifeſt in my weakneſs. 

dot Thine was the conqueſt ; by the crown ., 
and the glory thine for ever. Re thee L l 7 
lave triumphed over the ſtratagems df hell ; 

t 11] nt unto me, but ts thy name be the praiſe, 0 

Id, Lord, 

is; FOURTH WEEK. 


I. ** 
„as Is not one of a thouland of thy favours 
I can record; but eternity is be- 
ell. fore me, and that unlimited duration ſhall 
ie be employed to rehearſe the wonders of 
u grace. Then in the great aſſembly I will 
img praiſe thee, I will declare thy faithfulneſs, 
and tell to liſtening angels what thou hat 
done for my ſoul, even for me, the leaſt in 
at · ¶ thy family, unworthy to wipe the feet of the 
to meaneſt of the fervants of my Lord. 
II 


. How numberleſs are thy thoughts of love 
al to my ſoul if I ſhonld count them, they 

are more'than the ſand on the ſhore : thau 

haſt again reproved my unbelief, and given 
aof me anew conviction that my whole depen- 
nag dence is on thee ; that ſecond cauſes are 
mY notbing, but as thou doſt give them efficacy: 
uy all natore; obeys thee, and is governed at 

thy command. . | 

£9, 47 I, 


ny Omy;God, I am again to diſtruſt 

icy thee, and call in queſton thy. faitbfulneſs : 

oh! how deep has this curſed weed of infi- + 
N 2 delity 


— 
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delity rooted itſelf in my nature, but thou 
canſt root it out. 
IV. | 
f Again I muſt begin the rehearſal of thy 
| mercies, which will nexer have an end; for 
thou doſt renew the inſtances of thy good- 
neſs to a poor ungrateful ſinner, Thouhaſt 
phnctually fulfilled the promiſe on which 1 
depended ; thou haſt granted the requeſt of 
my lips, and led me in a plain way that ! 
have pot (lumbled. 
fe. . V. 
This day I have received an unexpected 
favour el dovhted the ſucceſs indeed, but 
thou haſt gently rebuked my unbelief, and 
convinced me that all things are poſlible 
«with thee, and that the hearts of the chil- 
deren of men are ia thy hands. 
„ VI. 

Whether thou doſt favour or aſſſict me. 
1 rejoice in the glory of the ⁊ttributes in 
whatever inſtance they are diſplayed. Be 
thy honour advanced whether in mercy or 
Juſtice, I muſt (till aſſert the equity of thy 
ways, and afciibe righteouſneſs to my Ma- 
ker. Yet let me plead with thee, O my 
God; lince mercy is thy darling attribute, 
oh ! let it now be exalted: deal mot with 
me i ſeverity, bet indulgence ; for if thou 
' ſhouldſt mark what is amiſs, who-canſtavd 

before thee ? h = 


IIe 


N 
* 


* - 
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| | VII. | 
Thou doſt heal my diſeaſes, and renew 
my life; thou art the guardian of my fleep- 
ing and my Waking hours. Glory to my 
God, w eyes never ſlumber. | 


FIFTH WEEK. 


xxxvi. 


* 


I. 

HO U knowelt my ſecret grief, where 

my pain lies, and what are my doubts 
and difficulties. In thy wonted 1 
O Lord, difpel my darkneſs; leave me not 
to any fatal deluſion in an affair of everlaſt- 
ing moment. This is my hour of informa- 
tion and practice; beyond the grave no 
miſtake can be tectified; as the tree falls, 
lo it muſt for ever 27 | 


Thy goodneſs ſtill purſues me, O hea- 
venly Father, with an unwearied courſe ; 
new inſtances of thy faithfulneſs reproach 
my unbelief. I ſent up my petition with a 
doubting heart, and yet thou haſt graciouſly 
deigned to encourage my weak and ſtagger- 


- ing faith, which bas often wavered andfail- 


ed, even in the view of the brighteſt evi- 
dence of thy per ns truth. 
ee II. 
Thou doſt ſeem reſolved to leave my 
ugbelief without excuſe, by renewing the 
glorious conviction of thy clemency and 


truth. O let not the unworthineſs of the 


N 3 object 


object turn back thy benignity from it 
natural courſe, N 
; IV. 


How, many unrecorded mercies have 


glided along with my fleeting moments int: 
| A thoughticls ſilence, and long oublivion ? Hov 
| one is my ungreteful heart to forget th 
benefits, or (oh! amazing guilt) to mak 
8 an ungrate ful return? : 
; W 
Ob! ncver let my falſe heart relaſpſe in 
to diſtruſt and unbeſief ag in: thou haſt re 
'buked my folly, and put a new ſong of praise 
into my mouth: let thoſe ir fernal ſuggeſt] 
dos vaniſh that would once object again! 
thy ot. experienced. truth. In this 1 woul: 
kill triumph, and inſult all the malice of hell 
A time wiil come when thou ſhalt be glo 
rified in thy ſaints, when thy truth and fast 
fulneſs ſhall appear in full ſplendor, whe, 
the beauty of thy attributes ſhall be conſpicu 
ous, and clear from every blemiſh that the 
impicty of men, or the malice of devils ha: 
charged vn thy molt righteous providence 
* VI. | | 
Let me ſtill aſſert, that the ways of Go 
are per ſect juſtice and truth: I have a fre 
inſtance of thy goodneſs to boaſt; and ye 
my ungrate ful heart is cven now ready 
diſtruſt. The Lordencreaſe my fanh : |: 
tiy renewed- favours ſilence my unbelie! 


to ſhew that the Lord is wpright; he ts ml | 


750 
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vengeance of my fins? 


rock, and there is no unriphtecuſne/s in 
him, | 
vo VII. "0 th 
Teach me your language, ye miniſters of 
light, that I may expreſs my wonder and 


j gratitude. O thou, who canſt explain the 


lecret meaning of my ſoul, take * praiſe 
that human words cannot exprels : accept 
theſe unutterable attempts to priite thee. 


SIXTH WEEK. 
I, * 

ET me go on, O Moſt Holy, to re- 

cord thy faithfulneſs and truth ; let it 

be engraven in the rock for ever; let it be 

impreſſed on my ſoul, and impoſſible to be 


c ffeced. — What artifice of hell is it that 


ſo often tempts me to diſtruſt thee; and 


- joins with my native depravity to queſtion 


thy truth ? 
LF ie; | 
Oh! may I never forget this remarkable 


preſervation : thy gentle hand Jupport me, 
and underneath were the everlaſting arms. 


Thou haſt kept all my bones, not ene of them 
is broken” thy mercy upheld me even when 
it foreſaw my inſenſibility and ingratitude. 
How does my guilt heighten thy clemency ? 


How wonderous is thy patience, O Lord, 


and thy rich grace, that only gently ret uked 
me when thou mighteſt have taken ſevere 


mm 


”Y 


* 


* 


=y - 
6 
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} 


Jet me breathe 
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I muſt again begin rehcarſal i thy love. | ? 
Thou baſt eaſed my pain, — * fears, oc 
and lengthened out my days: oh! may my d 
being be devoted to thee ; let it he for ſome e 
remarkable ſervice: that L am reſtored to Hie 


health again. FE: 


I find thy mercies renewed with my fleet. 
ing days, and to rehearſe them ſhall be my 
lad employment. I truſted thee with lit- 
fie affairs, and thou haſt condeſcended to 
give me ſucceſs. Lord, what is man, that 
thou doſt thus graciouſly regard him? Even 
my f{ias, my hourly provocatious cannot 
ut a check to the courſe of thy beneficence; 
keeps on its conquering way againſt all 
the oppoſition of my ingratitude and unbe- 
lief z and haſt thou not promifed, O Lord, | 
it ſhall run parallel with my life, and mea - 


ſare out my days ? 


Jeſus, my never. failing truſt, I called on 
thy name, and thou haſt fully anſwered my 
hopes : let thy — dwell on my tongue, 

y name to the laſt ſpark of 
life. Thou haſt ſcattered my fears, and 
been gracious beyond all my hopes: my 
faint and doubting prayers have not been 


. rejected; but oh! how flow are my te- 


2 


* 
. 


E turns of praile, how backward my acknow- 


legements? 
| * VI. 


4 
\d 


EBERT of the Hir 


wn infidelity. - 


| VI. 
Never have I truſted thee in vain; Lore, 
zcreaſe my faith; confirm it by a comtinu. 


| (eries of thy bounty: add this favour to 


e Feſt, fo faith is the gift 
nioment above reaſon or 
„o waiting for the accom a 
romile; oh! ſhew me thy mercy and 
ruth # add this one inſtance to the re(Wand 
orever ſilence the ſuggeſtions of hell and my 


are: 1 
| ent © 
y 


VII. 1 

How rooted is this .curſed principal af 
mbelief, that can yet diſtruſt thee after ſo 
nany recorded inſtances of thy love ? How 
ong will it be ere my wavering ſopl wall 
ntirely confide in thy ſalvation ? Oh! my 
od, pity my weakneſs, give new vigour to 


my faith, and let me take up my reſt in thep 


or ever. 
W 


THE END 
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